
  

 

Christmas Eve 
Our Common Prayer at Home 

December 24, 2020 



2 

 

Call to Worship 
The impossible is about to happen in a stable. The people who have walked in 
gloom have seen a great light; 
Those who lived in a land of dreadful gloom, on them light has shined! 
 
This is the evening when creation stood still and held its breath, for God was doing 
the most unbelievable, dangerous thing. 
This is the evening when God embraced humanity from the inside, as one of 
us, from birth to death. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Prelude            Gloria from Gloria               Vivaldi 

Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
Glory to God in the highest.   

Welcome          
You can use this worship booklet for worship at home. You can also join worship online 
and find other devotional resources at www.ReformationDC.org/worship. When there is 
more than one person worshipping in the same room or when you join the online worship 
service, one person reads the regular print and the other(s) say the bold print. The hymns 
are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 
 
If you or a neighbor need pastoral care, please call the church office at 202-543-4200 or 
one of the pastors via email:  Pastor Mike Wilker@reformationdc.org or Pastor Ben 
Hogue@ReformationDC.org. Voicemail will have instructions about how to contact 
them in case of emergency. If you are interested in Baptism and Membership at 
Reformation, please reach out to Pastor Ben and he can discuss details and discern next 
steps with you!  
 
Reformation honors the Nacotchtank and Piscataway peoples upon whose land we live and 
worship. We are committed to solidarity with the American Indian /Alaska Native 
Lutheran Association. Reformation welcomes and supports lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer+ Christians and their families in all aspects of the church's 
ministry.  Since 1987, we have been part of ReconcilingWorks, a national Lutheran 
LGBTQ+ ministry. 
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Hymn                  O Come, All Ye Faithful           ELW 283 

verse 1 
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Greeting                 
The presiding minister and congregation welcome each other with a greeting shared by Jesus’ early 
apostles and then join their hearts in prayer.  2 Corinthians 13:14. 

  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day                 
Even though we are distant from one another, the Spirit unites us as we pray this ancient prayer that 
introduces the biblical readings for today.        
     

Let us pray.  
After a brief silence for personal prayer, the presiding minister continues:  

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last 
day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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First Reading                                       Isaiah 9:2-7 
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child 
with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis 
for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this! 

 

 2The people who walked in gloom 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of dreadful gloom— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.  
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Hymn                          Joy to the World            ELW 267 
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Christmas Gospel I                       Luke 2:1-4  

 The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David.  
 
 The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

Hymn                     O Little Town of Bethlehem           ELW 279 

verse 1 
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Christmas Gospel II                       Luke 2:5-7 

 The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

5Joseph went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child.6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the guestroom.  
 
 The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

Hymn                           Away in a Manger            ELW 277 

verse 1 
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Christmas Gospel III                    Luke 2:8-14 

 The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified.10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’  
 
 The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn                  Angels We Have Heard on High           ELW 289 
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Sermon                  Pastor Ben Hogue 

Christmas Gospel IV                              Luke 2:15-20 

 The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.’ 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger.17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them.  
 
 The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn                  It Came upon the Midnight Clear           ELW 282 



13 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
Rejoicing in the good news of Christ's birth and dwelling in hope, let us pray for the 
church, those in need, and all creation.  
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth.  
 

  Silent prayer…. 
 

Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice. 
Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.  
 

  Silent prayer…. 
 

Blessed are you, Wonderful Counselor. You enlighten the heart with steadfast love. 
Enliven your church that it might bear good tidings of great joy to all people.  
 

  Silent prayer…. 
 

Blessed are you, Emmanuel. You promise to be with us even to the end of the age. 
Open our eyes to see your presence in all who are experiencing hunger,  
loneliness, or homelessness.  
  
  Silent prayer…. 
 

Blessed are you, Child of Mary. You share our humanity. 
Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day.  
 

  Silent prayer…. 
 

Blessed are you, Child of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 
Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your light to 
all the world.  
 

  Silent prayer…. 
 

Hear the prayers of your people, glorious God, for the sake of the one who took on 
our nature to redeem the whole world, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.  

Exchange of Peace 
The Peace of Christ be with you always.   

 And also with you. 
 
Please share a sign of peace with your friends and family while we listen to a musical offering. You may 
also take this time to text "Peace be with you" to another person -- maybe a friend you miss seeing in 
person at worship or even a neighbor in another city or state. 
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THANKSGIVING 
We give thanks for the saving Word of Christ and all the gifts of God. 

Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  

Although we are not gathering in the sanctuary, Reformation's ministries continue every day. Staff 
members are providing individual and communal pastoral care, coordinating lay leaders and 
volunteers, caring for our facilities, connecting us with one another, and developing resources for 
worship and spiritual growth. This time has disrupted the usual way we gather offerings and severely 
restricted the gifts of some households. We invite you to give as you are able.  
 
Please give online at ReformationDC.org/give or send your checks to the church office. If you want to 
begin or change your Simply Giving weekly or monthly donation, email Office@ReformationDC.org. 
 
To use our new Text-to-Give option, send a text message to 844-414-8057 with the amount you 
would like to give to Reformation. You will receive a secure link to input your payment information. 
Once you have filled out your payment information, the contribution will be deposited directly into 
Reformation's bank account. After completing this setup, you can use text-to-give to donate again by 
simply texting additional donations to 844-414-8057 . 
 

              Cum Sancto Spiritu from Gloria               Vivaldi 

Cum Sancto Spiritu, in gloria Dei Patris 
With the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. 

Mission Announcements can be found at www.reformationdc.org/worship 

http://www.ReformationDC.org/give
mailto:Office@ReformationDC.org
http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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Sending Prayer  

It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth. 
Your Word, Jesus, is truth. 
 
In Christ’s light, draw all to the manger 
to gather in wonder with the shepherds. 
 
In Christ’s light, draw all to the manger 
to kneel in reverence with the wise ones. 
 
In Christ’s light, draw all to the manger 
to sing for joy with the angels. 
 
In the brightness of Christ’s life 
cast away the gloom of injustice, greed, and gluttony in the world. 
 
It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way. 
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 
 We conclude the thanksgiving with the prayer Jesus taught us. You can say this or another translation 
you know by heart.  

 
 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever.  
  Amen. 

Candle Lighting  
As we sing Silent Night, you are invited to light additional or special candles in your home. In the sanc-
tuary, the ministers will light their candles and others around the manger from the Christ candle.  
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Sending Hymn                       Silent Night, Holy Night!          ELW 281 
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Blessing              
God the Creator who delights in you, Jesus the Savior who is born for you,  

and the life giving Spirit who shines on you, ☩ bless you and keep you in hope and 
peace. 
Amen. 

Choral Postlude                O Holy Night                 Adam 
 

O Holy night! The stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of our dear Savior's birth 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining 
'Til He appears and the soul felt its worth 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 
Fall on your knees; O hear the Angel voices! 

O night divine, O night when Christ was born 
O night, O Holy night, O night divine! 

 
Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming 

With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand 
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming 

Here come the Wise Men from Orient land 
The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger 

In all our trials born to be our friend 
He knows our need, to our weakness is no stranger 

Behold your King; before Him lowly bend 
Behold your King; before Him lowly bend 

 
Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is love and His Gospel is Peace 

Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother 
And in His name, all oppression shall cease 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we 
Let all within us Praise His Holy name 

Christ is the Lord; O praise His name forever! 
His power and glory evermore proclaim 
His power and glory evermore proclaim  
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Prayer List 

WE PRAY FOR. . . 
John Hagood, as he recovers from a defibrillator implant, and for Laura, his spouse and 

caregiver.   
Phil Abbott, who is moving to Seattle the last week of January. 
Deborah Mennuti and her family, as they grieve the death of Jerry Rutledge, Deborah's 

uncle. 
Michael Payne and his family, as they grieve the death of George C. Payne, Mike's Opa.  
Debra Berry, daughter of Margot Lyddane who is struggling with health issues. 
Paul Tobias, brother of Kathy, as he undergoes treatment for serious health issues. 
Phil Abbott, for discernment and guidance. 
Friends and Family of John Amberson, brother of Julie , who has died.  
For those experiencing anxiety, loneliness, and distance from family and friends. 
Gus Carroll, brother of Brenna Carroll, for strength and perseverance.  
Madge Selinsky, who is recovering from a fall. 
Cade, cousin of Kiri Nicholson, as he begins cancer treatment.  
Chester Hart, for healing and recovery. 
Members and friends affected by COVID-19. 
Wayne Krumwiede, for health and healing. 
Mel Antonen, as he continues to struggle with serious health issues. 
David, the father of Phillip and Harriet Vender’s daughter-in-law, who is living with 
 lymphoma. 
 

For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service 
Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda Manning, Paul Cowden, Jon Jones, Lee Patterson and 

family members of those in service here and around the world. 
 
From our hearts for  

Phil Abbott, Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Emanuele and Emmajean Crupi, Bob Hedrick, 
Bernice Hoveland, Mary James, Leah Jones, Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, 
Wayne Krumwiede, Margot Lyddane, Valerie Platz, Ron and Daphne Rhine, Bill Scott, 
Madge Selinsky, Al Stauderman, Helen Vigness, Carolyn Walker, Thomas Winter, and 
Gloria Wolf. 

 
Please email your prayer requests to Pastor Mike at wilker@ReformationDC.org  

Liturgical texts, music and artwork are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27407.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.  Unless otherwise noted, hymns are reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708896. 
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The poinsettias in the chancel are given to the glory of God!  
Names are listed alphabetically by honoree’s last name. 

 

In memory of Leslie Bergman by Grace and Wayne Krumwiede   

In memory of Susan Mackay Blackman by Paul Blackman 

In memory of Freida Bysath by Emily Andre 

In memory of Parry and Hildegard Carlson by Karen and Parry Carlson, Jr. 

In memory of Paul and Joanne Cochrane by Karen and Parry Carlson, Jr.  

In memory of the Rev. Father Alfredo Coye by his former partner Philip W. Moeller 

In memory of Mary and Alfred Doellgast by Nancy Doellgast 

In memory of Grandpa Jerry by Pastor Ben Hogue 

In memory of Gma Pop by Pastor Ben Hogue 

In memory of their mother – Verna E (Betty) King by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of their brother – Corliss F. King II by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of J.B. King by Emily Andre 

In memory of their aunts – Leanore M. King, Alberta J. McClain, Rachael L. McClain, Ruth 

 Rabits and Esther Snare by Kay and Larry King 

In memory of Hae-Yin Loke by his former partner Philip W. Moeller  

In memory of his parents – the Rev. George E. and Evelyn W. Moeller by Philip W. Moeller 

In memory of their aunt and uncle – William and Martha McClain by Kay and Larry King 
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In memory of Lois May Reidner by Morgan and Elizabeth Hann   

In memory of Sue Goetz Ross by Steve Roberts    

In memory of Stephen Staunton by Caitlin Jacobs & Paul Staunton 

In memory of Claire Thompson and our grandparents by Michael Thompson and Peter 

 Hillman 

In memory of Katerina, Frederic, and Arlene Williams, his grandparents and aunt, by 

 Philip W. Moeller 

In memory of his mother Beulah Winter by Thomas Winter  

In memory of his brother Donald Winter by Thomas Winter 

In memory of his father Frank Winter by Thomas Winter   

In honor of the many new and younger members of our congregation by Roger and 

 Beverly Dahlin    

In thanksgiving for our parents and grandparents by the Kittleson/Wilker family 

In thanksgiving for Reformation’s warm welcome by Angela Small and Scott Mauer 

Given to the glory of God by Al and Helen Stauderman 

Given to the glory of God by William B. Scott 

 

The Trees and Greens in the Church are given to the Glory of God and in loving 

memory of their mother, Verna E. (Betty) King by Kay and Larry King.  
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders 
  Presiding Minister  Pastor Michael Wilker 
  Preaching Minister  Pastor Ben Hogue 
  Assisting Minister  Philip Moeller  
  Reader   Skye Carlson    
  Cantors   Jon Korman, Gabbi Levy, Jon-Michael Eclar, 
      Alexa Newlin, Annie Schwartz 
  Livestream Tech Team Christine Goepfert, Andy Weaver  

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION 
212 EAST CAPITOL STREET, WASHINGTON, DC 20003 

www.reformationdc.org 

Phone: 202-543-4200  Email: office@reformationdc.org 
A Reconciling in Christ congregation 

President:  Matt Fuehrmeyer 
                  
Vice President: Bonnie Franklin 
 
Secretary:  Karen Carlson 
 
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard 
 
Treasurer:  Roger Moffatt 
 

Lead Pastor   Pastor Michael Wilker 
    wilker@ReformationDC.org 
 
Associate Pastor   Pastor Ben Hogue 
    hogue@ReformationDC.org 
 
Administrator   Tegan Peterson 
    peterson@ReformationDC.org 
 
Administrative Assistant  Angela Small 
    small@ReformationDC.org 
 
Director of Music & Arts  Paul Leavitt 
    pdleavitt0918@gmail.com 
 
Community Host   Christine Geopfert 
    space@ReformationDC.org 

Connect with us!  
 

Church of the Reformation    
 
@ReformationDC  
            #ReformationDC 

The most up-to-date Worship Schedule, will be found on our 
website, www.reformationdc.org.  
 
We will continue to follow the guidelines of health professionals, 
scientists, government officials, and church leaders to make 
decisions regarding gathering for in-person worship. We 
appreciate your patience and understanding. 


