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For nearly 150 years, Lutheran 
Church of the Reformation has 
served as a place of hospitality  
and welcome in our nation’s 
capital, bringing together people 
from across the D.C. region and 
welcoming guests from across the 
country and around the world  
as we come together to worship 
and to serve our neighbors. 

Now, we invite you to join us on a journey 
of spiritual growth through generosity. Our 
campaign—Opening Doors, Nourishing Souls, 
Praising God—will enhance our congregation’s 
ability to welcome and serve others, and will 
set us on the path toward a bold vision for 
Reformation’s future. 

We are launching our campaign during the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation, and by 
the time the final gift arrives in three years, we 
will celebrate our congregation’s 150th birth-
day with a remodeled worship space, a larger 
staff and increased support to our partner 
ministries—priorities that emerged over an 
extensive listening process with members of 
our congregation over the last two years.

opening doors,    
    nourishing souls,    
  praising God



opening doors
We are blessed with a beautiful and historic church build-
ing located in the heart of Capitol Hill. But today this 
property is showing its age in ways large and small, seen 
and unseen. Your gifts to the capital campaign will make 
our building safer, more functional, and more welcoming. 
Building improvements include: 
 
Much-needed REPAIRS AND UPDATES to the building’s 
CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE including the FIRE AND 
ELECTRICAL SAFETY systems

Sanctuary improvements including CEILING REPAIRS;  
enhanced LIGHTING AND SOUND; and IMPROVED 
ACCESSIBILITY. 

Updates to the FRONT PLAZA AND ENTRYWAY that will 
make the building more welcoming 

If we meet our initial fundraising goals, improvements to 
the KITCHEN AND PARISH HALL to be more functional 
for gatherings and social events

 

As our congregation grows, so do our staffing needs. From 
youth and family ministry to visitation ministry for our 
elders and those with critical needs; from a food pantry that 
feeds more than 3,000 people a year to active involvement in 
our city’s efforts to care for our most vulnerable neighbors; 
from Sunday worship to small group ministry, Reformation 
seeks to nourish a sense of community and spiritual growth.  
We want to strengthen the congregation at Reformation  
through intentional outreach efforts to newcomers and 
neighbors on Capitol Hill and beyond.  We want to strengthen 
the spiritual and pastoral care our members receive.  

Your gifts will help grow our church staff to allow more 
spiritual opportunities for our members and greater com-
munity outreach, with the specific staffing structure being 
worked on right now at Reformation. We believe a strength-
ened congregation over the three-year campaign period will 
enable us to continue to fund this renewed staff configura-
tion beyond the campaign period.

We are blessed to serve in partnership with other ministries 
that enable us to expand our reach beyond what we could do 
alone. We will express our gratitude by tithing 10 percent 
of the money raised through our campaign to three partner 
ministries who have requested gifts from us:  

SOUTHEAST MINISTRY, a nonprofit organization 
co-founded by former Reformation Pastor Wanda McNeill 
and Mr. Roger Truehart, for a special building remodel and 
program enhancement campaign;

 LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES, “Stronger Together” cen-
tennial campaign to strengthen our refugee, adoption, and 
HIV youth programs; and

The “New Connections Campaign” of the METRO 
WASHINGTON, DC SYNOD, which will help congregations 
in the Metro area grow 10% in three years.

AIDS United

Alcoholics Anonymous

Cub Scouts

Capitol Hill Chorale

DC’s Different Drummers

Ecumenical Advocacy Days

Folger Shakespeare Library

Girl Scouts

Hill Havurah Synagogue

Jubliee USA Network

 Lutheran Campus  
Ministry Network

Overeaters Anonymous

 River Park Nursery School

Save the Children

Friday Morning Music Club

One of the many ways Reformation serves the community is 
by MAKING OUR SPACE AVAILABLE TO COMMUNITY 
GROUPS at an affordable cost. Their fees exceed our building 
expenses, so sharing our space both generates income for the 
congregation and provides a valuable community service. 
Our building updates will make our church an even more 
welcoming space for these guests. Just a few of the groups that 
rent space from Reformation include: 

nourishing souls praising God

A simplified breakdown of how the campaign 
money will be distributed (detailed budget 
available upon request)

OUR CAMPAIGN GOAL OF $900,000 IS BOTH AMBITIOUS  
AND ACHIEVABLE. With your support, we will make  
Reformation a stronger, more welcoming, and more nourishing  
community, and the benefits will reach well beyond those 
who worship here, extending to all those served by our own 
outreach ministries as well as those served by the partners 
receiving our tithes. 

As the theologian Henri Nouwen once wrote, “If we raise 
funds for the creation of a community of love, we are helping  
God build the kingdom. We are doing exactly what we are 
supposed to do as Christians.” 

Please prayerfully consider the investment to which God is 
calling you. We give thanks for your commitment to our 
church home and the work we all do together.

BUILDING REPAIRS &  
UPDATES sanctuary, narthex,  
fire and electrical systems, etc. 
$660,000

TITHE to Southeast Ministry,  
Lutheran Social Services and  

Metro DC Synod
$90,000

STAFFING
$150,000


