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Day of  Pentecost 
Our Common Prayer at Home 

May 31, 2020 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Prelude                  

Greeting                 
The presiding minister and congregation welcome each other with a greeting shared by Jesus’ early 
apostles and then join their hearts in prayer.   

  
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen indeed!  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Welcome          

Today, Pentecost Sunday is the culmination of the 50-day celebration: Easter every 
day; resurrection everywhere.  We celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence 
within and among us. Eldad and Medad receive the Spirit while they are at home. In 
Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, opening the mouths and ears of 
people from all around the known world to tell and hear the good news about Jesus 
Christ, each in their own language. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, 
empowering them to forgive and liberate people from sin. We celebrate that we too 
are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming 
love to all the world.  
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are raised with him to new life. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image 
and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 
 
When we did not know the way, you sent the Good 
Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded 
side, and on this day, you shower us again with the 
water of life. 
 
We praise you for your salvation through water, 
for the water in this font, and for all water 
everywhere. 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty,  
and give us the life only you can give. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Make the sign of the cross on your forehead, using water from the bowl if you have one. 
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Hymn           Love Divine, All Loves Excelling          ELW 631 
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Prayer of the Day                 
Even though we are distant from one another, the Spirit unites us as we pray this ancient prayer that 
introduces the biblical readings for today.        
     

Let us pray.  
 

After a brief silence for personal prayer, the presiding minister continues:  
 

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us 
your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right 
judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, 
your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.  

First Reading                         Numbers 11:24-30 
The spirit of God rested upon seventy elders in Israel who had been chosen to share the burden of 
leadership with Moses. When some became jealous that two others also had the spirit and could 
prophesy, Moses said that he hoped that all of God’s people would be prophets. 

 

24Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he gathered seventy 
elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. 25Then the LORD came down in 
the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the 
seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not 
do so again. 
  26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and 
the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to 
the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, 
“Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of 
Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses said to him, 
“Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD’s people were prophets, and that the 
LORD would put his spirit on them!” 30And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the 
camp. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm        When You Send Forth Your Spirit       Psalm 104 
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Second Reading                           Acts 2:1-21 
Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke portrays the 
Holy Spirit being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished people assembled 
in Jerusalem for the festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to the power of 
Christ’s resurrection. 

 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 
and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And 
at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language? 9Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in 
our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God’s deeds of 
power.”  
      12All were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, “What does this 
mean?” 13But others sneered and said, 
“They are filled with new wine.” 
  14But Peter, standing with the 
eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
them, “People of Judea and all who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to 
you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only 
nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
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Gospel                                                                                         John 20:19-23 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to John.  
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Message  
See www.reformationdc.org/worship for today’s Children’s Message.  

Sermon                            Pastor Michael Wilker 

 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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 As  you are able, proclaim the word of God in song. 

Hymn       O Living Breath of God          ELW 407 
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Prayers of Intercession 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of 
God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 
 
  A brief silence 
 

O God, call your people to be one, as you are one. Unite your church in the truth of 
your gospel, the love of our neighbor, and the call to proclaim your reign to all 
people. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer 
 
Breathe new life into your creation. Guide your people as we explore the mysteries 
of the universe. We pray for the work of scientists and mathematicians whose skill 
enriches our understanding of and appreciation for your creation. Walk with them 
as they work to develop vaccines, treatments, and epidemiological models to help 
us combat disease and keep us safe. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer 
 
Make your justice known among the nations of the earth. Protect the vulnerable, 
especially our essential workers here in the DC region. Redirect those who use 
violence and greed as weapons against others. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer 
 
Come to the aid of your children. We pray for those engulfed in grief, those without 
supportive families, and for all who are isolated, powerless, or afraid, that all may 
rest their anxieties in your care. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer 
 
Give courage to all who embark on new ventures, particularly those who have or 
will soon graduate or are facing big transitions in their careers or family life. We 
also especially remember this day those who risked their lives to serve in our 
armed forces. Grant safety to those serving at home or abroad and assure them of 
your never-failing strength. Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer 
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Exchange of Peace 
The Peace of Christ be with you always.   

 And also with you. 
  

Please share a sign of peace with your friends and family while we listen to a musical offering. You may 
also take this time to text "Peace be with you" to another person -- maybe a friend you miss seeing in 
person at worship or even a neighbor in another city or state. 

Mission Announcements can be found at www.reformationdc.org/worship 

Help us to cherish the blessings that you have bestowed upon us: our relationships 
with family and friends, the natural beauty of our world, and our talents we share 
with others. Remind us to live in the moment, thankful for all you have given us. 
Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer 
 
Raise all your saints to eternal life. Until that day, we give you thanks for the 
faithful examples of those who have listened to your voice and now rest in you. 
Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray 
into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

http://www.reformationdc.org/worship


13 

 

THANKSGIVING 
We give thanks for the saving Word of Christ and all the gifts of God. 

Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  

Although we are not gathering in the sanctuary, Reformation's ministries continue every day. Staff 
members are providing individual and communal pastoral care, coordinating lay leaders and volun-
teers, caring for our facilities, connecting us with one another, and developing resources for worship 
and spiritual growth. This time has disrupted the usual way we gather offerings and severely restricted 
the gifts of some households. We invite you to give as you are able.  
 
Please give online at ReformationDC.org/give or send your checks to the church office. If you want to 
begin or change your Simply Giving weekly or monthly donation, email Office@ReformationDC.org. 
 
To use our new Text-to-Give option, send a text message to 844-414-8057 with the amount you would 
like to give to Reformation. You will receive a secure link to input your payment information. Once you 
have filled out your payment information, the contribution will be deposited directly into Reforma-
tion's bank account. After completing this setup, you can use text-to-give to donate again by simply 
texting additional donations to 844-414-8057  
 

                                    

http://www.ReformationDC.org/give
mailto:Office@ReformationDC.org
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Sending Prayer  
Let us pray. 
 

 A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the 
world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to pro-
claim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  

Blessing             Numbers 6:23-26  

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Amen. 
 
Alleluia! The Spirit is moving! 
The Spirit is moving indeed. Alleluia!  

The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 
 We conclude the thanksgiving with the prayer Jesus taught us. You can say this or another translation 
you know by heart.  

 
 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever.  
  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                    O Day Full of Grace           ELW 627 

Postlude        
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Prayer List 
WE GIVE THANKS … 

For those who celebrate anniversaries this week:  
Doug Spear and Kathie Kramer (6/3); Ragnar Thoresen and Lisa Tate (6/6). 

 

For those who celebrate birthdays this week:  
Matthew Donahue (6/3); Jamillah Posey (6/4); Axl Manty Peters (6/5). 

 

WE PRAY FOR. . . 
Members and friends affected by COVID-19. 
Friends and family of Joe Loomis, especially Suzanne Hazard, on the six month 

anniversary of his death on June 3 and his 66th birthday on May 26.  
Kim Hart, for health and healing. 
Jackie Markiewicz and family as they grieve the death of their husband and father. 
The family of Robert Garrison, lay minister and a long-time colleague of Judith 

Mangubat, who succumbed to COVID-19. 
Len Hawley, friend of Dale Manty, as he receives treatment for leukemia.  
The family and friends of Pat Thorne, friend of Del Voss, as they grieve his death. 
Robert Pfahl, as he prepares for pancreatic cancer surgery on April 17. 
Mike Cochrane, brother of Karen Carlson, as he was diagnosed with a brain tumor.  
Erica Hoff, daughter of Betty Walker, as she continues treatment.   
Rebecca Pfahl, for health and healing. 
Wayne Krumwiede, for health and healing. 
Family of Betty Harper, sister of Roger Moffatt, who passed away in February. 
Mel Antonen, Lisa Nipp, and Emmett as they deal with COVID-19 infections.  
For David, Gudrun, and Julie, friends of Phillip Vender. 
For the light of faith in the hearts of those living with and battling cancer. 
For parents and elders who are navigating new homes and communities.  
Robert Pfahl and his family as he continues treatment for pancreatic cancer.   
Kate Hawkins, a friend of Brianna Widner's family, who is battling cancer. 

 

For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service 
Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda Manning, Paul Cowden, Luke Frerichs, Jon Jones, Lee 

Patterson and family members of those in service here and around the world. 
 

From our hearts for  
Phil Abbott, Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Bob Hedrick, Bernice Hoveland, Mary James, 

Leah Jones, Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, Wayne Krumwiede, Margot 
Lyddane, Carol Ann Mumaw, Valerie Platz, Ron and Daphne Rhine, Bill Scott, Madge 
Selinsky, Al Stauderman, Helen Vigness, and Carolyn Walker. 

 
Please email your prayer requests to Pastor Mike at wilker@ReformationDC.org  
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders… 
  Presiding Minister  Pastor Ben Hogue 
  Preaching Minister  Pastor Michael Wilker 
  Assisting Minister  Matt Aviles 
  Readers   Malin Moeller, Sarah Ralston, Hannah Scofield, 
      Karl Kittleson-Wilker 
  Cantors   Jon Korman, Jon-Michael Eclar, Gabbi Levy, 
      Alexa Newlin     

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION 
212 EAST CAPITOL STREET, WASHINGTON, DC 20003 

www.reformationdc.org 

Phone: 202-543-4200  Email: office@reformationdc.org 
A Reconciling in Christ congregation 

Sunday Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday Nursery, 8:15 a.m.—12:15 p.m. 

Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday, 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

President:  Matt Fuehrmeyer 
                  
Vice President: Bonnie Franklin 
 
Secretary:  Karen Carlson 
 
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard 
 
Treasurer:  Roger Moffatt 

Lead Pastor   Pastor Michael Wilker 
    wilker@ReformationDC.org 
 
Associate Pastor   Pastor Ben Hogue 
    hogue@ReformationDC.org 
 
Administrator   Tegan Peterson 
    peterson@ReformationDC.org 
 
Director of Music & Arts  Paul Leavitt 
    pdleavitt0918@gmail.com 
 
 

Connect with us!  
 

Church of the Reformation    
 
@ReformationDC  
            #ReformationDC 

The most up-to-date Worship Schedule, will be found on our 
website, www.reformationdc.org.  
 
We will continue to follow the guidelines of health professionals, 
scientists, government officials, and church leaders to make 
decisions regarding gathering for in-person worship. We 
appreciate your patience and understanding. 


