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Service of Holy Communion 
August 1, 2021, 10:00 a.m. 
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You can use this booklet for worship in the sanctuary and at home. Most of the liturgy and 
hymns are from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW), All Creation Sings (ACS), and 
other resources published by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  You can join 
worship online and find other devotional resources at www.ReformationDC.org/worship.  
 
We love and protect one another as we worship God. Therefore, when you are 
inside the church building you must wear a mask and remain physically distant from 
people in another household. Also, wash your hands or use hand sanitizer and follow the 
instructions of the greeters/ushers. Everyone can sing and join in speaking the bold 
portions of the liturgy. During or after the postlude, please go outside and continue 
fellowship with others there. 
 
Children are always welcome in worship, but sometimes caregivers need other 
options. The Blue Room, at the rear left of the sanctuary, is equipped with sound. Some 
caregivers and restless children follow the service there. Parents are welcome to feed or 
breastfeed their infants anywhere they are comfortable, including the sanctuary. A 
professionally staffed nursery is in the lower level of the St. John’s Building. Please ask an usher/
greeter for assistance.   
 
Restrooms, with changing tables, are on the lower level. There is also an all-gender/
handicapped accessible restroom on the sanctuary level, on the right front of the 
sanctuary near the elevator. 
 
If you or a neighbor need pastoral care, please call the church office at 202-543-4200 or 
one of the pastors via email:  Pastor Mike at wilker@ReformationDC.org or Pastor Ben at 
hogue@ReformationDC.org. Voicemail will have instructions about how to contact them in 
case of emergency. If you are interested in baptism and membership at Reformation, 
please contact Pastor Ben and he can discuss details and discern next steps with you!  
 
Reformation honors the Nacotchtank and Piscataway peoples upon whose land we live 
and worship. We are committed to solidarity with the American Indian/Alaska Native 
Lutheran Association. Reformation welcomes and supports lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer+ Christians and their families in all aspects of the church's 
ministry.  Since 1987, we have been part of ReconcilingWorks, a national Lutheran 
LGBTQ+ ministry. 
 
Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there press him 
for a sign of his power; perhaps it is daily manna they want. As always in John’s gospel 
when people want a sign, Jesus offers himself. He is the bread come from heaven to give 
life to the world. He calls us to come to him and believe in him, and through that 
relationship to know the one who sent him.         

http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
mailto:wilker@ReformationDC.org
mailto:hogue@ReformationDC.org
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Prelude          Sonata No. 4, Andante                Mendelssohn

Welcome  

Confession and Forgiveness  
Please stand as you are able.  All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn          Let Us Go Now to the Banquet                    ELW 523 
This hymn is one of the favorites of our companions: the Lutheran Church in El Salvador. It was written 
by Guillermo Cuéllar as part of his Misa Popular Salvadoreña. Cuéllar was a student of Father Rutillo 
Grande and the hymn's chorus echoes the words of one of Fr. Grande's sermons. Fr. Grande was 
murdered by US-backed death squads in 1977. Archbishop Oscar Romero commissioned the Misa 
Popular, but Cuéllar didn't finish it before the Archbishop was also assassinated. When it was 
published, death squads sent the composer into exile for ten years. The English translation was done by 
a Lutheran pastor from Wisconsin and a Lutheran musician from Minnesota.  
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Glory to God                      Glory to God                            ACS 911 
At the beginning of worship, we echo the angels' song at the birth of Jesus: Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God's people on earth (Luke 2:14). This setting was composed by Marcus Veenstra (from 
Holland) and translated and arranged by Greg Scheer for Global Songs for Worship. While we sing the 
second half of the chorus, "Peace be to you," greet your neighbors with a text message, wave, or bow. 
We'll sing this twice.  
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Prayer of the Day                      

Let us pray.  
 
After a brief silence for personal prayer, the presiding minister continues:  
 

O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts before us; we eat 
and are satisfied. Fill us and this world in all its need with the life that comes only 
from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

Please be seated. 

Greeting                 
The presiding minister and congregation welcome each other with a greeting shared by Jesus’ early 
disciples and then join their hearts in prayer.   

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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First Reading                              Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 
A food crisis becomes a faith crisis for the Israelites in the wilderness. The hungry people forget God’s 
saving work in the exodus, and they wish for the food they had in Egypt. Nevertheless, God 
miraculously meets their needs, with manna for bread and quail for meat.  
 
2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in 
the wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of 
the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; 
for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with 
hunger.” 
  4Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and 
each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will 
test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not.” 
  9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, 
‘Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’ ” 10And as Aaron spoke 
to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and 
the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11The Lord spoke to Moses and 
said, 12“I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you 
shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall 
know that I am the Lord your God.’ ” 
  13In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there 
was a layer of dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, there on the 
surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the 
ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For 
they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that 
the Lord has given you to eat.”  
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.  

Children’s Message  
A pastor has a special message just for the children! Jesus embraced children and placed them in the 
center of the Christian community as models for discipleship. 
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Psalm                                       Psalm 78:23-29 
Having heard the story of the manna, we respond by praying Psalm 78:23-29. This long historical 
psalm includes a section retelling the manna story, calling the miraculous food the bread of angels. 
Later in the service, we will be fed with the bread of angels.  

 
 23So God commanded the clouds above 
  and opened the doors of heaven, 
 24raining down manna upon them to eat 
  and giving them grain from heaven.  
 
 25So mortals ate the bread of angels; 
  God provided for them food enough. 
 26The Lord caused the east wind to blow in the heavens 
  and powerfully led out the south wind, 
 
 27raining down flesh upon them like dust 
  and flying birds like the sand of the seas, 
 28letting them fall in the midst of the camp 
  and round about the dwellings. 
 
 29So the people ate and were well filled, 
  for God gave them what they craved.  
       God rained down manna from heaven;  
         so mortals ate the bread of angels.  
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Second Reading                                            Ephesians 4:1-16 
Christians share fundamental unity and diversity. Our unity consists in the one body, one Spirit, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God. Our diversity is expressed in various forms of ministry 
whose goal is equipping the saints and building up Christ’s one body.  
 
1I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, 3making every effort to maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to the one hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God 
and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
  7But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s 
gift. 8Therefore it is said, 
 “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; 
  he gave gifts to his people.” 
9(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended 
into the lower parts of the earth? 10He who descended is the same one who 
ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) 11The gifts he 
gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 
pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of 
Christ. 14We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by 
every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful 
scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him 
who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and knit together 
by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, 
promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.  
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able for the Gospel Acclamation and Gospel Reading.  



10 

 

Gospel Acclamation          Break Now the Bread of Life           ELW 515 
Please join in singing Verse 1 before the Gospel reading and Verse 2 after the reading concludes.  
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Gospel                                                                                      John 6:24-35 
Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wilderness continued to follow him throughout the 
countryside. Jesus challenges them to consider the real nature of their quest.  
 

 The Holy Gospel according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
24When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside the 
sea,] they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 
  25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, 
when did you come here?” 26Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are 
looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the 
loaves. 27Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for 
eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father 
has set his seal.” 28Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works 
of God?” 29Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him 
whom he has sent.” 30So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, 
so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you performing? 31Our 
ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread 
from heaven to eat.’ ” 32Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not 
Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the 
true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is that which comes down from 
heaven and gives life to the world.” 34They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread 
always.” 
  35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”  
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   

 Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

Please join in singing Verse 2 of the Gospel Acclamation on the next page.  
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Gospel Acclamation          Break Now the Bread of Life           ELW 515 

Sermon                                    Pastor Michael Wilker 
 
 
 

Following the sermon, please stand as you are able.   
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Hymn of the Day   What Feast of Love                   ELW 487 
Minnesota Bendeditine nun Delores Dufner wrote this text in 1986 with Isaiah 25:6-10, John 1:1-18, 
and 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 in mind. The tune is GREENSLEVES from 16th century England. The 
original tune was called "A new Northern Dittye of the Lady of Green Sleeves." In the 19th century the 
tune was paired with a Christmas poem "What Child Is This?" Today, Dufner's poem and the Christmas 
tune link creation and incarnation with Holy Communion. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
An assisting minister invites the congregation into prayer: 

 
Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
 
A brief silence. 

 
Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: 

 
Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
Amen. 

Exchange of Peace 
The Peace of Christ be with you always.   

 And also with you. 
  

Please share a sign of peace with your friends and family while we listen to a musical offering. You may 
also take this time to text "Peace be with you" to another person -- maybe a friend you miss seeing in 
person at worship or even a neighbor in another city or state. Please be seated during the 
announcements. 

Ministry Announcements 
Please be seated as announcements and gifts are shared.  
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Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  

We offer ourselves, our time, and our possessions to God through the church. Our gifts serve God's 
mission here and around the world. Please use the yellow pew envelopes to contribute cash or checks 
(payable to Church of the Reformation.) You may give online at www.ReformationDC.org/give. If you 
give online or through an automatic bank transfer, you can place an offering card (in the pew racks) in 
the offering plate as physical sign of your dedication to God. A musical offering is also given. The ushers 
will bring the offering forward during the musical offering.  
 
 

           Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child              Moses Hogan 
Alexa Newlin, Soloist 

 
 

Sometimes I feel like a motherless child 
Sometimes I feel like a motherless child 
Sometimes I feel like a motherless child 

A long way from home, a long way from home 
 

Sometimes I feel like I'm almost done 
Sometimes I feel like I'm almost done 
Sometimes I feel like I'm almost done 

And a long, long way from home,  
a long way from home 

 
True believer 
True believer 

A long, long way from home 
A long, long way from home 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 



16 

 

Offering Prayer  Be Present at Our Table, Lord   

Sung to the tune of “Old Hundreth” 
Be present at our table Lord; 
Be here and ev’rywhere adored; 
These mercies bless and grant that we,  
may strengthened for thy service be.  
 
We thank Thee, Lord, for this our good, 
But more because of Jesus’ blood; 
Let manna to our souls be giv’n, 
The Bread of Life sent down from Heav’n. Amen  

Presentation of Gifts 
Please stand, as you are able. 
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The Great Thanksgiving       

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
 

Holy God, Holy One, Holy Three! 
Before all that is, you were God. 
Outside all we know, you are God. 
After all is finished, you will be God. 
Archangels sound the trumpets, 
angels teach us their song, 
saints pull us into your presence. 
  
And this is our song: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
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Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
in the harmonious world of your creation, 
the plants and animals, the seas and stars,  
were whole and well in your praise.  
 
When sin had scarred the world, 
you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again into one.  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Remembering Jesus’ acts of healing, the broken body on the cross, and God’s 
victory over death, we await the fullness of time 
when Christ will gather all things together, in heaven and on earth.  
 
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:  
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,  
gather your Church from the ends of the earth 
that all may be fed with the Bread of life. 
All glory and honor is yours, O God,  
Creator, Christ, and Spirit one now and forever. 
Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 
Jesus called God Abba, which means papa in Aramaic, and taught his disciples to pray like talking to 
their beloved parent. In the following version of the Lord’s Prayer, we invite you to use the names Abba 
or Imma, which means mama, to call upon God who embraces you in love. 
 

 Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we are bold to pray:  
 
 Abba/Imma in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever.  
  Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion          
We believe that Jesus Christ is truly present in the Lord's Supper to forgive sins and renew our lives. We 
trust that God who raised Jesus from the dead to be alive with us now also joins us together in this 
moment of Holy Communion. Whether we are in the sanctuary or in our homes, the Holy Spirit 
comes and brings Christ’s presence  in, with, and under the bread and wine/juice when we share this 
meal together. 

Those present in the sanctuary will come forward to share the meal. If you are at home, you can 
commune each other saying, “The body of Christ, given for you” and “The blood of Christ, shed for 
you.” If you are alone, say those words to yourself and know that you are not alone. You are joined to 
the body of Christ—the church—through this holy meal.  

Prayer after Communion   
 Please stand, as you are able. 

 
 Let us pray.  
 

Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, but 
your very self, that we may feast on your great love. Filled again by these signs of 
your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for your way of 
peace, for you are Lord forevermore.  
Amen. 

    Instrumental Musical Offering                 Paul Leavitt 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Blessing             Numbers 6:23-26  

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩  give you peace.  
Amen. 

Sending Hymn                 Guide Me, Ever Great Redeemer                ELW 618 
While there are many Welsh tunes in US hymnals, this is--so far--the only Welsh hymn text in a 
Lutheran hymnal. Sometimes this hymn is an entrance hymn to begin worship. This is where we are 
baptized in the "crystal fountain" and fed with the "bread of heaven." It is also a good sending song, 
calling God to feed, wash, and guide us every day until we are on the "verge of Jordan [River]," a poetic 
reference to crossing over at death. Hymn music and lyrics printed on the following page. 

Postlude       Sonata No. 4, Allegro con brio                   Mendelssohn 

Sending Forth  
 Go in peace. Love and serve your neighbor. You are the body of Christ.  
 Thanks be to God. 

Farewell and Godspeed for Deborah, Jonathan, and Sophia Mennuti 
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Sending Hymn                    Guide Me, Ever Great Redeemer                       
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Prayer List 

WE GIVE THANKS … 
 

For those who celebrate birthdays this week:  
 Ellie Broach (8/4), Gloria Wolf (8/5), Julie Hasler (8/6), Ethan Lutt (8/7),  
 James Lutt (8/7) 
 
For those who celebrate anniversaries this week:  
 Mike Thompson and Pete Hillman (8/2), Albert and Nancy Swingle (8/6) 
 
WE PRAY FOR … 

Family and friends of Mike Enzi, as they grieve his death and celebrate his life. 
Four-legged companions, that they feel safe, secure, and loved. 
Sophia, Deborah, and Jonathan Mennuti, as they prepare for their move to Bosnia. 
Family of Arno Frerichs, Stephen’s father, who died recently. 
Victoria, niece of Gloria Kenyon, for health and healing from surgery.  
Karen, Andy Weaver’s sister, that she has continued healing. 
Chester Hart and others who live with diabetes. 
Adult children who are caring for aging parents and siblings. 
Jennifer Novak, as she returns to the Capitol Hill neighborhood and continues her
 healing. 
Robert Pfahl and his family, as he struggles with neurological and physical health 
 matters. 
Rebecca Pfahl, for health and healing. 
For those experiencing anxiety, loneliness, and distance from family and friends. 
For the scientists and healthcare workers producing and distributing Covid-19 vaccines.  
For the Anacostia River.  
Members and friends affected by Covid-19. 

 David, the father of Phillip and Harriet Vender’s daughter-in-law, who is living with 
 lymphoma. 

 

For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service: 
Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda Manning, Paul Cowden, Jon Jones, Lee Patterson and 

family members of those in service here and around the world. 
  
From our hearts for: 

Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Emanuele and Emmajean Crupi, Bob Hedrick, Bernice 
Hoveland, Leah Jones, Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, Wayne Krumwiede, 
Margot Lyddane, Valerie Platz, Ron and Daphne Rhine, Bill Scott, Madge Selinsky, Al 
Stauderman, Helen Vigness, Carolyn Walker, Thomas Winter, and Gloria Wolf. 

  
Please email your prayer requests to Pastor Mike at wilker@ReformationDC.org. 

mailto:wilker@ReformationDC.org
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders 
  Preacher   Pastor Michael Wilker 
  Presider   Pastor Ben Hogue 
  Altar Care   Emma Harrington 
  Reader/Assisting Minister Ivy Finkenstadt 
  Cantors   Jon Korman, Gabbi Levy, Jon-Michael Eclair, and 
      Alexa Newlin 
  Livestream Tech Team Kirsten, Corey, and Ella Petree 
  Tellers    Morgan Hann and Matt Aviles 
  Ushers    Bryan Anderson, Matt Aviles, and Andy Weaver 
  Fellowship   Matthew Cook 
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