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A Service in Celebration of the Life of 
Mel Richard Antonen 

August 25, 1956 – January 30, 2021 
February 13, 2021 1:00 p.m. 

Let your light shine before others,  
so that they may see your good works  

and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
- Matthew 5:16 
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Prelude     Chant de paix (Song of Peace)           Langlais 
 

Take Me Out to the Ballgame              Roger Dahlin, on trumpet 
 

Welcome 
Welcome in the name of Jesus, 
the Savior of the world. 
We are gathered to worship, 
to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, 
to remember before God our brother Mel, 
to give thanks for his life, 
to commend him to our merciful redeemer, 
and to comfort one another in our grief. 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
In his baptism, 
Mel was clothed with Christ. 
In the day of Christ's coming, 
he shall be clothed with glory. 
 
Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth, 
who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you. 
We glorify you. 
 
Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who 
rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you. 
We praise you. 
 
Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure confi-
dence and everlasting hope, we worship you. 
We worship you. 
 
To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit , the comforter, gathers us in worship.  
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Gathering Hymn   Come Thou Almighty King           ELW 408  

Greeting   
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray. 

 

O God of grace and glory, 
we remember before you today our brother Mel. 
We thank you for giving him to us to know and to love 
as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. 
In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. 
Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up 
in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your call, 
we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen.    
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First Reading     Matthew 18:1-5, 19:13-15             Judy Kittleson 

 
Stories and Music from South Dakota                  Laurel Prieb

                             Mick Hogland
                             Chuck Raasch 
 
Amazing Grace                  Beck Timmons  
 
Stories from the Baseball World              Pete Schmuck 

                      Dan Connolly 
               Reid Cherner 

 
Slideshow of Mel’s life    

 
Stories from Home               The Next Generation, a tribute from Alex Antonen,  

Emily Antonen, Abby Antonen, Kirby Antonen,  
Heidi Fischer, Patricia Fisher, and Emmett Antonen  

 
Lisa Nipp 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy             Emily Antonen, niece, on violin 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, storytelling, preaching, and song .  

Second Reading     1 Corinthians 15:51-57     Jane Tobler 

 
Sermon               Pastor Michael Wilker 

Hymn of the Day    A Mighty Fortress is Our God          ELW 505 

 
Please stand, as you are able, to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
Let us pray. 

 
 A brief silence is kept. Each prayer petition ends with a brief silence and the following words: 
 
God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 



7 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
We say the prayer Jesus taught us. You can say this or another translation you know by heart.  

 

 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever.  
  Amen. 

Commendation 
Let us commend Mel to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 
 
Silent prayer 

 
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant James. Acknowledge, 
we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner 
of your own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed 
rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 
Amen. 
 
Mel, our companion in faith, 
we entrust you to God. 
Go forth from this world 
in the love of God who created you, 
in the mercy of Jesus who died for you,  
in the power of the Holy Spirit  
who receives and protects you.  
Rest in peace and rise in glory,  
where pain and grief are banished,  
and life and joy are yours forever.  
 
The Lord bless him and keep him. 
The Lord’s face shine on him with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon him with favor and give him ☩  peace. Amen.  

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in peace. 
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Blessing 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shep-
herd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in every-
thing good so that you may do God's will, working in you that which is well-pleasing 
in God's sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise        ELW 834 
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Postlude Attende, Domine   Demessieux 
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Mel Antonen 
August 25, 1956 – January 30, 2021 

 

Mel was born on August 25, 1956, to Ray and Valda Antonen. He was baptized on 
November 15 at Trinity Lutheran Church, Lake Norden, SD. Valda died after a year-
long bout with cancer when Mel was twelve. In addition to raising Mel and his sib-
lings Kathy, Carmen, and Rusty, his father Ray also cultivated a love of baseball. To-
gether they cared for the baseball field and community as they grieved Valda’s 
death. 
 
Mel began his journalism career in high school for the Watertown Public Opinion. 
After graduating from Augustana University in 1979, the Sioux Falls Argus Leader 
hired him to cover sports, agriculture, and politics. In 1986, USA Today hired him 
as a national sports reporter and columnist. He covered baseball, three Olympics, 
and professional bowling. 
 
Mel moved to Washington, DC, and joined Lutheran Church of the Reformation in 
1992. In 2001, Mel married Lisa Nipp, who was a photojournalist and editor at USA 
Today when they met. Their son Emmett was born in 2007 and they made their 
home in the Capitol Hill neighborhood. 
 
For the past decade, Mel was a sports broadcaster for MASN Mid-Atlantic Sports 
Report and a radio analyst on Sirius XM Radio. He was often on late night radio 
shows speaking with truckers and other nightshift workers across the USA. He also 
wrote special coverage for Sports Illustrated and other publications. 
 
At Reformation Mel developed steadfast friendships and was often sought out by 
folks at coffee hour because they knew he would be a listening ear—and have some 
good stories to share. He served regularly as an assisting minister in worship. Mel’s 
prayers expressed both a deep gratitude for God’s blessings and a profound plea 
that God would guide and protect people, especially children. He taught Sunday 
School and led the preschool classes to playfully act out the biblical stories. When 
Mel discovered that a couple of elder Reformation members had played amateur 
baseball during World War II, Mel and Jerry Stromer organized a regular Baseball 
Lunch fellowship group. They shared a meal, good stories, World Series predic-
tions—and beloved community. 
 
Mel’s remains will be interred at Lake Norden, SD, later this year. Memorials can be 
made to the South Dakota Amateur Baseball Hall of Fame. To contribute, 
use Venmo - www.venmo.com/Mel-Antonen - or send a check to: Mel Antonen Me-
morial, SD Amateur Baseball Hall of Fame, PO Box 80, Lake Norden, SD  57248. 
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Welcome 
Gathered and sent by the Holy Spirit, Lutheran Church of the Reformation shares the love 
of God in Jesus Christ with neighbors near and far.  We are blessed to worship together 
today.  We pray that God bless you with faith, hope and love. 
 
 

Worship Leaders 
Presiding Minister  Pastor Ben Hogue 
Preacher   Pastor Michael Wilker 
Director of Music  Paul Leavitt 
Cantor    Gabby Levy 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION 
212 EAST CAPITOL STREET 
WASHINGTON, DC 20003 

202-543-4200 FAX 202-543-4201 
www.reformationdc.org 

A Reconciling in Christ congregation 
Sunday Worship at 10 a.m. 

Christian Education, Sundays at 9:15 a.m. 
Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m. 


