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November 22, 2020  
 
Dear Reformation,  
 
We are getting close to Concertation Sunday (often called 
Commitment Sunday) next Sunday, November 29, where we will turn 
in our 2021 Estimate of Giving Forms. These forms went into the mail 
late last week and should be arriving in your mailbox any day now! 
Here’s an example of what you should be looking for: 
 
Take some time this week to discern abundance in your life and how 
God is calling you and your household to give to the ministries of 
Reformation and beyond.  Reflect on the ways in which connection to this community has 
impacted you, especially this last year, and start dreaming about what God may be up to at 
Reformation moving forward. Share with us your estimate of giving and how you have 
been noticing God’s abundance in your life by sending your form back to us. 
 
Returning the form by mail is only one option! If you prefer, you can fill out the form 
electronically via an email that you will receive in the coming week or you can scan/snap 
a photo and email it back to the office. All of those details are on the form. Regardless of 
how you turn in your form, we hope that you’re able to help us reach our goal of 100 
Estimate of Giving forms! 

Yes -- our goal is 100 returned forms! Last week 
in worship, an exciting, motivating, and generous 
challenge was presented to our congregation.  
The Carlson and  Middlebrook families have 
collectively committed an additional $5000 if the 
congregation meets the goal of 100 returned 
forms! We are so grateful for their generosity and 
commitment to what God is doing at 
Reformation! 
 

So, please pray and discern, then put pen to paper (or fingers to keyboard) and send in 
your form. If there are any questions or if you need some clarification, please do not 
hesitate to contact one of our Pastors and they will be more than willing to assist you. As 
gratitude and abundance abound this week, let us be the first to give our thanks to the 
entire congregation for your partnership and to God for an abundance of grace and love! 
 

- Stewardship Committee 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Prelude           Attende, Domine      Demessieux 

Welcome          

You can use this worship booklet for worship at home. You can also join worship 
online and find other devotional resources at www.ReformationDC.org/worship. When 
there is more than one person worshipping in the same room or when you join the 
online worship service, one person reads the regular print and the other(s) say the 
bold print. The hymns are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal.  
 
This On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of 
judgment. In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to 
those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the 
shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We 
gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we 
await the consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our 
merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and 
deeds.  
 
If you or a neighbor need pastoral care, please call the church office at 202-543-4200 
or one of the pastors via email:  Pastor Mike Wilker@reformationdc.org or Pastor 
Ben Hogue@ReformationDC.org. Voicemail will have instructions about how to 
contact them in case of emergency. If you are interested in Baptism and Membership at 
Reformation, please reach out to Pastor Ben and he can discuss details and discern 
next steps with you!  
 
Reformation honors the Nacotchtank and Piscataway peoples upon whose land we live 
and worship. We are committed to solidarity with the American Indian /Alaska Native 
Lutheran Association. Reformation welcomes and supports lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer+ Christians and their families in all aspects of the church's 
ministry.  Since 1987, we have been part of ReconcilingWorks, a national Lutheran 
LGBTQ+ ministry.  The Holy Spirit inspires Reformation’s celebration of human 
cultures and provokes our work for racial and economic justice. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross ☩, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved. 
Amen. 
 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, 
we confess that we are not awake for you. 
We are not faithful in using your gifts. 
We forget the least of our siblings. 
We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 
We are infected by sin 
that divides your beloved community. 
Open our hearts to your coming, 
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 
 
Beloved, we are God’s children, 
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, 
by Jesus you are welcome, 
in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 
Let us live in the promises prepared for us 
from the foundation of the world. 
Amen. 
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Hymn                         Beautiful Savior           ELW 838 
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Prayer of the Day                 
Even though we are distant from one another, the Spirit unites us as we pray this ancient prayer that 
introduces the biblical readings for today. The following prayer is attributed to Francis of Assisi. 
            

Let us pray.  
After a brief silence for personal prayer, the presiding minister continues:  

O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we 
inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the 
strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Greeting                 
The presiding minister and congregation welcome each other with a greeting shared by Jesus’ early 
apostles and then join their hearts in prayer.  2 Corinthians 13:14. 

  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.  

Children’s Message  
See www.reformationdc.org/worship for today’s Children’s Message.  

http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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First Reading                       Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will assume the role 
of shepherd in Israel. The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my servant David,” who 
will feed and care for the people. 

 

11Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As 
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek 
out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on 
a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather 
them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on 
the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I 
will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their 
pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture 
on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make 
them lie down, says the Lord God. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, 
and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I 
will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 
  20Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep 
and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the 
weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my 
flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. 
  23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he 
shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant 
David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm                                  Psalm 95:1-7a 
Having heard Ezekiel’s promise of a king whose reign is marked by justice, we sing together Psalm 95:1
-7a, the first of a set of royal psalms that includes the three we will sing on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day (96, 97, and 98). We praise God, ruler above all other gods, the maker of the earth, and 
the shepherd of the people. Christians, lauding Christ as the king, address this glorious song of praise to 
the triune God.  
 

The leader will read the verses in regular type and everyone is invited to read the verses in bold type. 
 

 1Come, let us sing to the Lord; 
  let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
 2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 
  and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms. 
 
 3For you, Lord, are a great God, 
  and a great ruler above all gods. 
 4In your hand are the caverns of the earth; 
  the heights of the hills are also yours. 
 
 5The sea is yours, for you made it, 
  and your hands have molded the dry land. 
 6Come, let us worship and bow down, 
  let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 
 
 7aFor the Lord is our God, 
  and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. 
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Second Reading                                 Ephesians 1:15-23 
In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the dead. The 
resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the entire universe, now and in the age to 
come. 

 

15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for 
this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I 
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart 
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 
20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him 
at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to 
come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things 
for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Musical Acclamation 
 Alleluia! Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia! 
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Gospel                                                                               Matthew 25:31-46 
Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: what is done 
for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him. 

 
 The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  
 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 
with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered 
before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 
34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and 
you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer 
him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave 
you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, 
or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 
visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 
the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to 
those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and 
you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also 
will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked 
or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell 
you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And 
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon               Pastor Michael Wilker 
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 As  you are able, proclaim the word of God in song. 

Hymn                  O God of Mercy, God of Light          ELW 714 

verses 1-2, 5-6 
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Affirmation of Faith 
With the whole church, let us affirm our faith in God by saying the Apostles’ Creed.  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlast-
ing. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s 
power on the church, the world, and all in need. 
  A brief silence. 

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. 
Bless all social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as 
we ourselves have been served. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to 
provide for the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages (especially). Grant opportunities 
for ending divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of 
oppression and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose 
dignity we have stripped away (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. 
Sustain those who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus 
ministry as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and 
tended to the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in 
those in need around us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you 
gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING 
We give thanks for the saving Word of Christ and all the gifts of God. 

Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  

Although we are not gathering in the sanctuary, Reformation's ministries continue every day. Staff 
members are providing individual and communal pastoral care, coordinating lay leaders and volun-
teers, caring for our facilities, connecting us with one another, and developing resources for worship 
and spiritual growth. This time has disrupted the usual way we gather offerings and severely restricted 
the gifts of some households. We invite you to give as you are able.  
 
Please give online at ReformationDC.org/give or send your checks to the church office. If you want to 
begin or change your Simply Giving weekly or monthly donation, email Office@ReformationDC.org. 
 
To use our new Text-to-Give option, send a text message to 844-414-8057 with the amount you 
would like to give to Reformation. You will receive a secure link to input your payment information. 
Once you have filled out your payment information, the contribution will be deposited directly into 
Reformation's bank account. After completing this setup, you can use text-to-give to donate again by 
simply texting additional donations to 844-414-8057  
 

         Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies            Candlyn 

Mission Announcements can be found at www.reformationdc.org/worship 

Exchange of Peace 
The Peace of Christ be with you always.   

 And also with you. 
 
Please share a sign of peace with your friends and family while we listen to a musical offering. You may 
also take this time to text "Peace be with you" to another person -- maybe a friend you miss seeing in 
person at worship or even a neighbor in another city or state. 

http://www.ReformationDC.org/give
mailto:Office@ReformationDC.org
http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Sending Prayer  

Let us pray. 
 

 A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Glory to you, O God, for your creative Word: making and mending all things. Praise 
to you for your liberating Word: proclaiming freedom, forgiveness, and life. Blessed 
are you for your living Word: sustaining, encouraging and guiding us. Send us now 
with your Spirit; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase our hope, 
and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, 
draw near to all who call on you. Glory, praise, and blessing are yours, Holy God, 
now and forever.  
 Amen.  

Blessing              
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, 
give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 
 We conclude the thanksgiving with the prayer Jesus taught us. You can say this or another translation 
you know by heart.  

 
 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever.  
  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                 Crown Him with Many Crowns          ELW 855 



17 

 

Postlude                Fantasy and Fugue in B flat    Boely 

Sending 
 Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God! 
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Prayer List 
WE GIVE THANKS … 
For those who celebrate anniversaries this week:  

Katy and Hill Thomas (11/22); Kirk Cunningham and Jane Tobler (11/24). 
 

For those who celebrate birthdays this week:  
Greg Dahlberg (11/23); Elena Platz, Christine Pommerening Berry (11/24); Andy 

Weaver (11/26); Paul Rensted (11/27).  
 

WE PRAY FOR. . . 
Paul Tobias, brother of Kathy, as he undergoes treatment for serious heal issues. 
Phil Abbott for discernment and guidance. 
Henry “Hank” Hudson Smith, and his new parents Kayt Wahlert and Joe Smith. 
Friends and Family of John Amberson, brother of Julie Jones, who has died. 
Lon Newlin, the father of Alexa Newlin, who has entered hospice care.  
Mary Amberson, sister of Julie Jones, as she recovers from a fall. 
For those experiencing anxiety, loneliness, and distance from family and friends. 
Gus Carroll, brother of Brenna Carroll, for strength and perseverance.  
Madge Selinsky, who is recovering from a fall. 
Elizabeth Wirick, as she recovers and heals from a displaced tibial plateau fracture.  
Cade, cousin of Kiri Nicholson, as he begins cancer treatment.  
Chester Hart, for healing and recovery. 
Members and friends affected by COVID-19. 
Wayne Krumwiede, for health and healing. 
Mel Antonen, as he continues to struggle with serious health issues. 
David, the father of Phillip and Harriet Vender’s daughter-in-law. 
 

For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service 
Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda Manning, Paul Cowden, Jon Jones, Lee Patterson and 

family members of those in service here and around the world. 
 
From our hearts for  

Phil Abbott, Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Emanuele and Emmajean Crupi, Bob Hedrick, 
Bernice Hoveland, Mary James, Leah Jones, Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, 
Wayne Krumwiede, Margot Lyddane, Valerie Platz, Ron and Daphne Rhine, Bill Scott, 
Madge Selinsky, Al Stauderman, Helen Vigness, Carolyn Walker, Thomas Winter, and 
Gloria Wolf. 

 
Please email your prayer requests to Pastor Mike at wilker@ReformationDC.org  
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders 
  Presiding Minister  Pastor Ben Hogue 
  Preaching Minister  Pastor Michael Wilker 
  Assisting Minister  Matt Aviles  
  Reader   Jennifer Novak    
  Cantors   Jon Korman, Gabbi Levy, Jon-Michael Eclar, 
      Alexa Newlin, Annie Schwartz 
  Zoom Host   Stephanie Fouse 
  Facebook Host  Pete Hillman, Mike Thompson 
  Livestream Tech Team Chari Voss, Daniel Voss 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION 
212 EAST CAPITOL STREET, WASHINGTON, DC 20003 

www.reformationdc.org 

Phone: 202-543-4200  Email: office@reformationdc.org 
A Reconciling in Christ congregation 

 

President:  Matt Fuehrmeyer 
                  
Vice President: Bonnie Franklin 
 
Secretary:  Karen Carlson 
 
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard 
 
Treasurer:  Roger Moffatt 
 

Lead Pastor   Pastor Michael Wilker 
    wilker@ReformationDC.org 
 
Associate Pastor   Pastor Ben Hogue 
    hogue@ReformationDC.org 
 
Administrator   Tegan Peterson 
    peterson@ReformationDC.org 
 
Director of Music & Arts  Paul Leavitt 
    pdleavitt0918@gmail.com 
 
Community Host   Christine Geopfert 
    space@ReformationDC.org 
 
 

Connect with us!  
 

Church of the Reformation    
 
@ReformationDC  
            #ReformationDC 

The most up-to-date Worship Schedule, will be found on our 
website, www.reformationdc.org.  
 
We will continue to follow the guidelines of health professionals, 
scientists, government officials, and church leaders to make 
decisions regarding gathering for in-person worship. We 
appreciate your patience and understanding. 


