
  

 

Third Sunday After Epiphany 
Our Common Prayer at Home 

January 24, 2021 

Image: The Calling of the Disciples by P. Solomon Raj. Copyright Ó 2020 P. Solomon Raj/Eyekons. Used by 
permission. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Prelude   Von Gott will ich nicht lassen BWV 658                 Bach 

Welcome          

You can use this worship booklet for worship at home. You can also join worship 
online and find other devotional resources at www.ReformationDC.org/worship. 
When there is more than one person worshipping in the same room or when you 
join the online worship service, one person reads the regular print and the other(s) 
say the bold print. The hymns are from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 
 
The word “Epiphany” means “the showing forth of God,” and the readings on the 
Sundays after Epiphany and our participation in worship continue to show forth 
Jesus to be our God. This Sunday, Jesus calls the disciples—and us—to repent, 
believe, and follow him. And Jonah, after trying to run away, finally heeds God’s call 
and preaches repentance in Nineveh, the capital city of Israel’s enemy Assyria. 
 
If you or a neighbor need pastoral care, please call the church office at 202-543-
4200 or one of the pastors via email:  Pastor Mike at Wilker@reformationdc.org or 
Pastor Ben at Hogue@ReformationDC.org. Voicemail will have instructions about 
how to contact them in case of emergency. If you are interested in Baptism and 
Membership at Reformation, please reach out to Pastor Ben and he can discuss 
details and discern next steps with you!  
 
Reformation honors the Nacotchtank and Piscataway peoples upon whose land we 
live and worship. We are committed to solidarity with the American Indian /Alaska 
Native Lutheran Association. Reformation welcomes and supports lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, and queer+ Christians and their families in all aspects of the 
church's ministry.  Since 1987, we have been part of ReconcilingWorks, a national 
Lutheran LGBTQ+ ministry. 

Liturgical texts, music and artwork are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27407.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.  Unless otherwise noted, hymns are reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708896. 

http://www.ReformationDC.org/worship
mailto:Wilker@reformationdc.org
mailto:Hogue@ReformationDC.org
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Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross ☩, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who shapes the whole creation, who comes 
with might and mercy, who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
 
Let us approach the throne of grace with repentant hearts. 
 
  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, 
you search us and know us. 
You are acquainted with all our ways. 
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 
We turn inward, failing to follow 
your outward way of love. 
We distrust those who are not like us. 
We exploit the earth and its resources 
and fail to consider generations to come. 
Forgive us, gracious God, 
for all we have done and left undone. 
Even before the words are on our tongues, 
you know them; 
receive them in your divine mercy. 
Amen. 
 
How vast is God’s grace! 
Through the power and promise of + Christ Jesus, 
our sins are washed away 
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 
Indeed, we are forgiven. 
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 
we are called to be the beloved community 
living out Christ’s justice 
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn        Jesus, Come! For We Invite You               ELW 312  

Sung to “Regent Square” 

Text: Christopher Idle, b. 1938 
Text © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.  
Music: Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879 
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Greeting                 
The presiding minister and congregation welcome each other with a greeting shared by Jesus’ early 
apostles and then join their hearts in prayer.  2 Corinthians 13:14. 

  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day                      

Let us pray.  
 

After a brief silence for personal prayer, the presiding minister continues:  
 

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen 
us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
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First Reading                                     Jonah 3:1-10  
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence message: 
Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The 
point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On whom should God have mercy?”  

 
 1The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah 
set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was 
an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, 
going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and 
everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
6 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, removed his 
robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7 Then he had a 
proclamation made in Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his nobles: No 
human being or animal, no herd or flock, shall taste anything. They shall not feed, 
nor shall they drink water. 8 Human beings and animals shall be covered with 
sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily to God. All shall turn from their evil ways and 
from the violence that is in their hands. 9 Who knows? God may relent and change 
his mind; he may turn from his fierce anger, so that we do not perish.” 
 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; 
and he did not do it. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.  

Children’s Message  
See www.reformationdc.org/worship for today’s Children’s Message.  

http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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Psalm                                  Psalm 62:5-12 
Having heard the story of Jonah’s preaching to Nineveh, we join with the Ninevites to praise God. In the 
words of Psalm 62:5-12, it is not the might or the wealth of the Assyrian empire, but God who is our 
stronghold and salvation. God shows to Jonah, to the Ninevites, and to us steadfast love.  
 

The leader will read the verses in regular type and everyone is invited to read the verses in bold type. 

  

       5For God alone I wait in silence; 
  truly, my hope is in God. 
 6God alone is my rock and my salvation, 
  my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 
 
 7In God is my deliverance and my honor; 
  God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
 8Put your trust in God always, O people, 
  pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.  
 
 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be                                  

trusted. Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 
 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 
  though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
 
 11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 
  that power belongs to God. 
 12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 
  for you repay all according to their deeds.  

Second Reading                         1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, want 
Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now has dawned 
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

 

29Siblings, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who 
are married live as though they were not, 30and those who mourn as though they 
were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and 
those who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the 
world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is 
passing away.  
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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 Gospel Musical Acclamation 

Music: Abraham Maraire 
Music © United Methodist Church Music Service, Zimbabwe 

Gospel                                                                                        Mark 1:14-20 
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the gospel” or good news 
from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance and faith.  

 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 
15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 
believe in the good news.” 
  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting 
a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I 
will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were 
in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn of the Day  You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore              ELW 817 

Sermon                Pastor Michael Wilker 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, 
the world, and all people in need. 
 

A brief silence. 

 
For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and 
deaconesses, and for musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of 
God’s reconciling love, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for 
the well-being of creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our 
care for all the earth, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For those who provide leadership in our nations, states, and cities, for nonprofit and 
nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions and the residents who 
advocate for affordable housing, that God inspire all people in the just use of wealth, 
let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await 
relief, that in the midst of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround them, let us 
pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For our congregation and community, for families big and small, and for the 
organizations that meet here during the week, that God’s steadfast love serve as a 
model for all relationships, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
  
In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of 
gospel living, that they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
  
 
 



11 

 

THANKSGIVING 
We give thanks for the saving Word of Christ and all the gifts of God. 

Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  

Although we are not gathering in the sanctuary, Reformation's ministries continue every day. Staff 
members are providing individual and communal pastoral care, coordinating lay leaders and 
volunteers, caring for our facilities, connecting us with one another, and developing resources for 
worship and spiritual growth. This time has disrupted the usual way we gather offerings and severely 
restricted the gifts of some households. We invite you to give as you are able.  
 
Please give online at ReformationDC.org/give or send your checks to the church office. If you want to 
begin or change your Simply Giving weekly or monthly donation, email Office@ReformationDC.org. 
 
To use our new Text-to-Give option, send a text message to 844-414-8057 with the amount you 
would like to give to Reformation. You will receive a secure link to input your payment information. 
Once you have filled out your payment information, the contribution will be deposited directly into 
Reformation's bank account. After completing this setup, you can use text-to-give to donate again by 
simply texting additional donations to 844-414-8057 . 
 
 

                  If Ye Love Me                              Tallis 
 

(Lyrics are printed on the following page.) 

Mission Announcements can be found at www.reformationdc.org/worship 

Exchange of Peace 
The Peace of Christ be with you always.   

 And also with you. 
 
Please share a sign of peace with your friends and family while we listen to a musical offering. You may 
also take this time to text "Peace be with you" to another person -- maybe a friend you miss seeing in 
person at worship or even a neighbor in another city or state. 

Merciful God, 
receive our prayers and offerings as you receive us: 
like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 
Nourish us anew in your tender care, 
and empower us in faithful service 
to tend to others with this same love, 
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen. 

http://www.ReformationDC.org/give
mailto:Office@ReformationDC.org
http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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If ye love me, keep my commandments,  

And I will pray the Father,  
And he shall give you another comforter,  

That he may abide with you forever.  
 

Ev'n the spirit of truth,  
That he may abide with you forever.  

If Ye Love Me 
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Sending Prayer  

Let us pray. 
 

 A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Holy God, 
Light of the universe, Teacher of truth, Giver of goodness, we hear your 
Word in the scriptures, proclaiming to us your wisdom and inviting us to 
follow your call. For speaking this Word, we thank you, O God. 
We thank you, O God. 
  
Your Word came among us in Jesus, our brother, who preached your 
righteousness, healed the sick, and revived the brokenhearted. For giving us 
this Word, we worship you, O God. 
We worship you, O God. 
  
By your Spirit, bless all who receive this Word, that upheld by the mystery 
of the body of Christ, we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance 
of your Son. For sustaining us with your Word, we praise you, O God. 
We praise you, O God. 
  
Blessed are you, holy God, 
around us, with us, and in us, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 
 We conclude the thanksgiving with the prayer Jesus taught us. You can say this or another translation 
you know by heart.  

 
 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever.  
  Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Blessing              
God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.  
Amen. 

Sending Hymn                     In Thee Is Gladness             ELW 867 

Please see next pages for hymn text and harmony. 

Postlude                Nun Danket Alle Gott, BMV 657                 Bach  

Sending 
 Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.  
 Thanks be to God. 
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Prayer List 

WE GIVE THANKS … 
 
For those who celebrate birthdays this week:  

Ivy Finkenstadt (1/24); Harrison O’Connell (1/24); Eric Welch (1/24);  
DeWayne Lawrence (1/26) 
 

For those who celebrate anniversaries this week:  
Sandra and Randy Erwin (1/24) 
 

WE PRAY FOR. . . 
Mel Antonen, as he continues to struggle with serious health issues. 
John Hagood, as he recovers from a defibrillator implant, and for Laura, his spouse and 

caregiver.  
Phil Abbott, who moved to Seattle the last week of December. 
Deborah Mennuti and her family, as they grieve the death of Jerry Rutledge, Deborah’s 

uncle. 
Michael Payne and his family, as they grieve the death of George C. Payne, Mike’s Opa. 
Debra Berry, daughter of Margot Lyddane who is struggling with health issues. 
Paul Tobias, brother of Kathy, as he undergoes treatment for serious health issues. 
For those experiencing anxiety, loneliness, and distance from family and friends. 
Gus Carroll, brother of Brenna Carroll, for strength and perseverance. 
Cade, cousin of Kiri Nicholson, as he continues cancer treatment. 
Members and friends affected by COVID-19. 

 David, the father of Phillip and Harriet Vender’s daughter-in-law, who is living with 
lymphoma. 

  
For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service 

Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda Manning, Paul Cowden, Jon Jones, Lee Patterson and 
family members of those in service here and around the world. 

  
From our hearts for 

Phil Abbott, Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Emanuele and Emmajean Crupi, Bob Hedrick, 
Bernice Hoveland, Mary James, Leah Jones, Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, 
Wayne Krumwiede, Margot Lyddane, Valerie Platz, Ron and Daphne Rhine, Bill Scott, 
Madge Selinsky, Al Stauderman, Helen Vigness, Carolyn Walker, Thomas Winter, and 
Gloria Wolf. 

  
Please email your prayer requests to Pastor Mike at wilker@ReformationDC.org 

mailto:wilker@ReformationDC.org
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders 
  Presiding Minister  Pastor Ben Hogue 
  Preacher   Pastor Michael Wilker 
  Assisting Minister  Philip Moeller 
  Reader   Christine Pommerening    
  Cantors   Jon Korman, Gabbi Levy, Jon-Michael Eclar, 
      Alexa Newlin 
  Zoom Host   Stephanie Fouse 
  Facebook Host  Caitlin Jacobs 
  Livestream Tech Team Chari Voss, Daniel Voss 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION 
212 EAST CAPITOL STREET, WASHINGTON, DC 20003 

www.reformationdc.org 

Phone: 202-543-4200  Email: office@reformationdc.org 
A Reconciling in Christ congregation 

President:  Molly Higgins 
                  
Vice President: Elizabeth Hann 
 
Secretary:  Emily Andre 
 
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard 
 
Treasurer:  Roger Moffatt 
 

Lead Pastor   Pastor Michael Wilker 
    wilker@ReformationDC.org 
 
Associate Pastor   Pastor Ben Hogue 
    hogue@ReformationDC.org 
 
Administrator   Tegan Peterson 
    peterson@ReformationDC.org 
 
Administrative Assistant  Angela Small 
    small@ReformationDC.org 
 
Director of Music & Arts  Paul Leavitt 
    pdleavitt0918@gmail.com 
 
Community Host   Christine Goepfert 
    space@ReformationDC.org 

Connect with us!  
 

Church of the Reformation    
 
@ReformationDC  
            #ReformationDC 

The most up-to-date Worship Schedule, will be found on our 
website, www.reformationdc.org.  
 
We will continue to follow the guidelines of health professionals, 
scientists, government officials, and church leaders to make 
decisions regarding gathering for in-person worship. We 
appreciate your patience and understanding. 

http://www.reformationdc.org
mailto:office@reformationdc.org
mailto:wilker@ReformationDC.org
mailto:hogue@ReformationDC.org
mailto:peterson@ReformationDC.org
mailto:small@ReformationDC.org
mailto:pdleavitt0918@gmail.com
mailto:space@ReformationDC.org
http://www.reformationdc.org

