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Second Sunday of  Easter 
Our Common Prayer at Home 
April 19, 2020 

“Jesus stood among them and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’” 

John 20:19 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Prelude        Schmuecke Dich, o liebe Seele     Bach  

Greeting                 
The presiding minister and congregation welcome each other with a greeting shared by Jesus’ early 
apostles and then join their hearts in prayer.   

  
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen indeed!  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Welcome          

We continue the great 50-day celebration: Easter every day; resurrection 
everywhere. In today’s gospel, the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers 
them the gift of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the 
resurrection in our Sunday worship service, and in our everyday lives. Throughout 
the coming Sundays of Easter, the first two readings will be from the Acts of the 
Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the 
resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism. 
 
It is a week later and we are still mostly behind locked doors. We do not see and, at 
least sometimes, we certainly doubt.  But these texts are full of blessing on those 
who do not see. The Gospel according to John is written so that, though we do not 
see him, we may believe in the risen Christ. The Second Reading says rightly that 
though we do not see him, we love him. And today, this very Sunday, Christ comes 
to us, wherever we are sheltering, bringing peace, forgiveness, and the Spirit of life 
and hope. While we cannot reach out together to touch his body in the holy 
communion, with our ears and eyes we touch Christ’s wounds in the scripture 
itself. We are once again made witnesses to the resurrection for the sake of all our 
neighbors. 
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are raised with him to new life. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning you created us in your image 
and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 
When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
We praise you for your salvation through water, 
for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere. 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 Make the sign of the cross on your forehead, using water from the bowl if you have one. 
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Prayer of the Day                 
Even though we are distant from one another, the Spirit unites us as we pray this ancient prayer that 
introduces the biblical readings for today.        
     

Let us pray.  
 

After a brief silence for personal prayer, the presiding minister continues:  
 

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those 
who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of 
Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.  

Children’s Message  
See www.reformationdc.org/worship for today’s Children’s Message.  

http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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First Reading                            Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the gathered 
crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to God’s plan, was raised 
from the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the 
Messiah: though crucified, the risen Jesus is now enthroned. 

 

14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 22“You that 
are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God 
with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you 
yourselves know—23this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But 
God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be 
held in its power. 25For David says concerning him,  
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
 26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
  moreover my flesh will live in hope. 
 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28You have made known to me the ways of life; 
  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
  29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died 
and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that 
God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his 
throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,  
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm                         Psalm 16 
Acts leads the way for all of today’s readings to invite us to believe. We say Psalm 16, a song that 
affirms our trust in God. Christians have seen the metaphor of the cup (v. 5) as a picture of our wine of 
communion, and Sheol (v. 10) as a simile for the power of death. The psalm refers several times to 
God’s right hand: and in John’s gospel we see the wounds of the crucifixion in that right hand.  
 

 1Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 
  I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 
 2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 
  upon those who are noble among the people. 
 3But those who run after other gods 
  shall have their troubles multiplied. 
 4I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 
  never take their names upon my lips. 
 5O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; 
  it is you who uphold my lot. 
 6My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 
  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 7I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; 
  my heart teaches me night after night. 
 8I have set the Lord always before me; 
  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 
 9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
  my body also shall rest in hope. 
 10For you will not abandon me to the grave, 
  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
 11You will show me the path of life; 
  in your presence there is fullness of joy,  
 and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
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Second Reading                                     1 Peter 1:3-9 
This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering because of their 
faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we have through Christ’s 
resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings. 

 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given 
us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 
you, 5who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had 
to suffer various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than 
gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory 
and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him; 
and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 
indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel                                                                                         John 20:19-31 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the Lord. 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to John.  
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 
in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
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 As  you are able, proclaim the word of God in song. 

Hymn            The Risen Christ           ELW 390 

Sermon                                 Pastor Chaim Rodriguez  
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Prayers of Intercession 
Praying in our homes while gathered together in the Spirit of Christ, we ask God to 
bestow peace upon a needy world, using words from today’s psalm: Protect us, O 
God, for we take refuge in you. 

  A brief silence. 

Faithful God, we pray for the church around the world. Enter into our countless 
separate houses with your gift of peace. Guard the health of our bishops, pastors, 
deacons, teachers, and musicians. As Christians around the globe are united in their 
suffering through the coronavirus, so unite us also in the hope of life in the Risen 
Christ. 

  A brief silence. 

Protect the church, O God, 
for we take refuge in you. 

Creed  
With the whole church, let us confess our faith saying the Nicene Creed. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, be-
gotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 
were made.  

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 
of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scrip-
tures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the for-
giveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 
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Creating God, we pray for the earth that you have given into our care. As human 
society is quieted by sickness, give your plants and animals, lands and seas, a time 
to renew and replenish themselves. Nurture the fields that will supply our food. 

  A brief silence. 

Protect the earth, O God, 
for we take refuge in you. 

Righteous God, we pray for the nations. Give peace to our troubled world. Bless the 
efforts of the United Nations and the World Health Organization. Strengthen 
democracies. Bring an end to violence between nations, across borders, within 
countries, between gangs, and inside homes. Uphold the governors of our land. 
Bless our country with integrity in government, attention to the needy, persistence 
in facing the pandemic, and wisdom in proceeding into an unknown future. 

  A brief silence. 

Protect the nations, O God, 
for we take refuge in you. 

Compassionate God, we pray for all in any need. Comfort the bereaved. Accompany 
the sick, especially the multitude who have contracted the coronavirus, and those 
we remember in our hearts (especially). Visit the homes of all who are isolated, and 
hold the lonely and fearful in your arms. Grant your peace to the millions of 
unemployed; give them food for today and hope for tomorrow. Help us find a home 
for refugees. Support medical care workers in their endless and sometimes fruitless 
tasks of attending to the pandemic patients. Provide needed medical supplies for 
hospitals. 

  A brief silence. 

Protect the needy, O God, 
for we take refuge in you. 
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Gracious God, we pray for children and youth. Shelter them from all sickness. Keep 
homebound children safe from hunger and abuse. Nurture teenagers with a vision 
of life beyond this pandemic. Give them assurance as they are separated physically 
from friends and mentors. Give to all children and youth forbearance beyond their 
years. 

  A brief silence. 

Protect children and youth, O God, 
for we take refuge in you. 

Loving God, we pray for ourselves. Renew our spirits with the living hope of 
Christ’s resurrection, and hear also the private petitions of our hearts. 

  A longer period of silence. 

Protect us, O God, 
for we take refuge in you. 

Eternal God, we praise you for the lives of all who have died in the faith, especially 
those we name here before you (especially). Sustained by the promise of healing 
and resurrection, free us from the fear of death, and bring us at our end with all the 
saints into the joy of your presence. 

  A brief silence. 

Protect your people, O God, 
for we take refuge in you. 

With bold confidence in your peace which passes human understanding, we offer 
these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Risen Lord, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Exchange of Peace 
The Peace of Christ be with you always.   

 And also with you. 
  

Please share a sign of peace with your friends and family while we listen to a musical offering. You may 
also take this time to text "Peace be with you" to another person -- maybe a friend you miss seeing in 
person at worship or even a neighbor in another city or state. 

Mission Announcements can be found at www.reformationdc.org/worship 

THANKSGIVING 
We give thanks for the saving Word of Christ and all the gifts of God. 

Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  

Although we are not gathering in the sanctuary, Reformation's ministries continue every day. Staff 
members are providing individual and communal pastoral care, coordinating lay leaders and volun-
teers, caring for our facilities, connecting us with one another, and developing resources for worship 
and spiritual growth. This time has disrupted the usual way we gather offerings and severely restricted 
the gifts of some households. We invite you to give as you are able.  
 
Please give online at ReformationDC.org/give or send your checks to the church office. If you want to 
begin or change your Simply Giving weekly or monthly donation, email Office@ReformationDC.org. 
 
To use our new Text-to-Give option, send a text message to 844-414-8057 with the amount you 
would like to give to Reformation. You will receive a secure link to input your payment information. 
Once you have filled out your payment information, the contribution will be deposited directly into 
Reformation's bank account. After completing this setup, you can use text-to-give to donate again by 
simply texting additional donations to 844-414-8057  
 

                               O Sons and Daughters 

http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
http://www.ReformationDC.org/give
mailto:Office@ReformationDC.org
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Sending Prayer  
Let us pray. 
 

 A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Almighty God, you give us the joy of celebrating our Lord’s resurrection. Give us 
also the joys of life in your service, and bring us at last to the full joy of life eternal, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing             Numbers 6:23-26  

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Amen. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 
 We conclude the thanksgiving with the prayer Jesus taught us. You can say this or another translation 
you know by heart.  

 
 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever.  
  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn          Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!         ELW 385 

Postlude              Fiat Lux               Dubois 
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Prayer List 
WE GIVE THANKS … 

For those who celebrate anniversaries this week:  
Emily Sollie and Jonathan Ernst, Kelley and Travis Steen (4/24). 

 
For those who celebrate birthdays this week:  

Rhys Baggaley (4/10); Valerie Platz, Helen Vigness (4/20); Michael Heise (4/21); 
Paul Cowden, Margot Lyddane (4/22); Katharine Ly, Hannah Scofield (4.25). 

 
WE PRAY FOR. . . 

Members and friends affected by COVID-19. 
Robert Pfahl, as he prepares for pancreatic cancer surgery on April 17. 
Mike Cochrane, brother of Karen Carlson, as he was diagnosed with a brain tumor.  
Erica Hoff, daughter of Betty Walker, as she continues treatment.   
Rebecca Pfahl, for health and healing. 
Wayne Krumwiede, for health and healing. 
Family of Betty Harper, sister of Roger Moffatt, who passed away in February. 
Mel Antonen, Lisa Nipp, and Emmett as they deal with COVID-19 infections.  
For David, Gudrun, and Julie, friends of Phillip Vender. 
For the light of faith in the hearts of those living with and battling cancer. 
For parents and elders who are navigating new homes and communities.  
Robert Pfahl and his family as he continues treatment for pancreatic cancer.   
Kate Hawkins, a friend of Brianna Widner's family, who is battling cancer. 

 
For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service 

Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda Manning, Paul Cowden, Luke Frerichs, Jon Jones, Lee 
Patterson and family members of those in service here and around the world. 

 
From our hearts for  

Phil Abbott, Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Bob Hedrick, Bernice Hoveland, Mary James, 
Leah Jones, Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, Wayne Krumwiede, Margot 
Lyddane, Carol Ann Mumaw, Valerie Platz, Ron and Daphne Rhine, Bill Scott, Madge 
Selinsky, Al Stauderman, Helen Vigness, and Carolyn Walker. 

 
Please email your prayer requests to Pastor Mike at wilker@ReformationDC.org  
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders… 
  Presiding Minister  Pastor Ben Hogue 
  Preaching Minister  Pastor Chaim Rodriguez   
   Cantors   Jon-Michael Eclar, Gabbi Levy, Madelyn Salazar 
       

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION 
212 EAST CAPITOL STREET, WASHINGTON, DC 20003 

www.reformationdc.org 

Phone: 202-543-4200  Email: office@reformationdc.org 
A Reconciling in Christ congregation 

Sunday Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday Nursery, 8:15 a.m.—12:15 p.m. 

Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday, 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

President:  Matt Fuehrmeyer 
                  
Vice President: Bonnie Franklin 
 
Secretary:  Karen Carlson 
 
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard 
 
Treasurer:  Roger Moffatt 

Lead Pastor   Pastor Michael Wilker 
    wilker@ReformationDC.org 
 
Associate Pastor   Pastor Ben Hogue 
    hogue@ReformationDC.org 
 
Administrator   Tegan Peterson 
    peterson@ReformationDC.org 
 
Director of Music & Arts  Paul Leavitt 
    pdleavitt0918@gmail.com 
 
 

Connect with us!  
 

Church of the Reformation    
 
@ReformationDC  
            #ReformationDC 

The most up-to-date Worship Schedule, will be found on our 
website, www.reformationdc.org.  
 
We will continue to follow the guidelines of health professionals, 
scientists, government officials, and church leaders to make 
decisions regarding gathering for in-person worship. We 
appreciate your patience and understanding. 


