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LCOR Council Meeting: May 19, 2020 

Present: Pastor Mike Wilker, Pastor Ben Hogue, Tegan Peterson 

Bryan Anderson,  Matt Fuehrmeyer, Evan Benoit, Karen Carlson, Bonnie Franklin, 

Eleanor Grant, Craig Haas, Elizabeth Hann, Molly Higgins, Corey Petree, Laura 

Swanson, Chari Voss, and Andy Weaver; Suzanne Hazard 

 

Absent: Paul Leavitt, Roger Mofatt 

 
This meeting was held via Zoom conference. 
 
 
7:02 PM Call to Order – President, Matt Fuehrmeyer 
   Devotions, Prayer – Bonnie Franklin  
 

I Kings 3:3-12 
  
 
Secretary’s Report – Karen Carlson 
Discussion and VOTE on approval of the minutes for April's Council meeting 

 
 
Craig- motion to approve minutes. 
 
Molly -Seconded 
 
All agreed 
 

 
7:12 PM Treasurer and Financial Secretary’s Report - Suzanne Hazard/Roger 
Moffat  
 
 Suzanne – does not have any comments. 
 

 Pastor Mike: the giving is above $9K over budget for April and he wants to 
recognize that the congregation has continued to give and some congregants are 
increasing  their giving. This $9K made up for the loss in loose plate and space use 
giving.  

Suzanne opined that many congregants have accelerated their gifts and paid all 
in April for the entire year and we may see a decline in giving in the coming months. 
 
 Some of our expenses are down because many of the programs are closed. 



Page 2 of 15 
 

 Pastor Mike noted that we are $6K below in our space use funds already this 
year. 
 
 Chari asked if the PPP loan will be forgiven if the church has not lost money due 
to the COVID pandemic. Tegan responded that she would look into this but that she 
thought that this is not a criteria for the loan.  
 

 
7:27 PM Staff Reports –  
 
Pastor Mike: 
 
Pastor Ben and I are considering offering an online Evening Summer Worship with Holy 

Communion. We would do it either on Sunday or Wednesday evenings. A survey went to the 

congregation in the Weekly Word. We'll see what folks think. We will also discuss this with the 

Worship, Music, and Art Committee on Sunday afternoon at 3:00 p.m. 

 

How can we do online Holy Communion? Here are two venues to read and see background 

information: 

 

Abiding Presence Lutheran Church, Burke, VA. Has developed the most extensive set of 

theological and logistical advice. Pastor Meredith Kelsey is the lead pastor and Pastor Joe 

Voght is the Teaching Pastor (a retired pastor who years ago did his internship at 

Reformation.) 

 

Professor Deanna Thompson, St. Olaf College. "Christ is Really Present Virtually" is her 

proposal for online communion. She also gives the background to Lutheran theology and the 

bishops' current recommendations to not share online communion. Dr. Thompson is the Martin 

Marty Professor of Religion at St. Olaf College. We've known each other since the 1980s when 

we were both members of the Lutheran Volunteer Corps. She's a Lutheran feminist and cancer 

survivor. While going through a cancer treatment quarrentine she explored the theological 

dimensions of 'the "digital revolution" and virtural reality. In 2016 she published The Virtual 

Body of Christ in a Suffering World.  

 
Pastor Mike is at a continuing education class on homiletics this week.  He is 

taking the online course from Harper’s Ferry, WVa. 
 
Other items that he is working on are the Listening Volunteers. The Listening 

Volunteers checked in last Sunday afternoon and decided that they would like to do 
another round of phone calls to the congregants.  

 
 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabidingpresence.net%2Fnewsfeed%2F2020%2F4%2F23%2Feucharist-holy-communion-in-extraordinary-times&data=02%7C01%7Ckaren.carlson%40uspto.gov%7C6b909b3ae8d749b34fcd08d7f9a92e74%7Cff4abfe983b540268b8ffa69a1cad0b8%7C1%7C0%7C637252377334708705&sdata=%2FE0PuywC0Pvq1AvPfruSOVaIuYcS3Ihjv7V8iSC5t%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwp.stolaf.edu%2Flutherancenter%2F2020%2F03%2Fchrist-is-really-present-virtually-a-proposal-for-virtual-communion%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckaren.carlson%40uspto.gov%7C6b909b3ae8d749b34fcd08d7f9a92e74%7Cff4abfe983b540268b8ffa69a1cad0b8%7C1%7C0%7C637252377334718697&sdata=xRBkrjlYhG2htVxH4zX1OrEPFbNxc7oS6kkqnK8wOXs%3D&reserved=0
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 Pastor Ben: 

 Worship Videos/Website: Continuing the recording, editing, and video production of worship 
videos and the editing of website and communication of worship materials. Shifted work 
schedule to a Tuesday-Friday + Saturday evening/Sunday work model. Primarily working on 
videos Thursday/Friday and website/email/bulletin edits Saturday evening but still 
have Saturday day/Monday time off. Adjusting to this is taking some getting used to, but 
ultimately fine. 

 StLuthRefA/Youth Group - Continuing to lead SLRA with Lisa Wackler (from St. Pauls) - Monthly 
check-in calls. Overseeing Reformation Youth Group sponsors (Matt A, Emily A, Dan O'B) who 
are gathering with youth small groups. 

 Spiritual Growth Staff Lead: See SG report - Confirmation is back through the end of the month. 
Justin Scofield is being confirmed 5/24. Restart of Summer Small Groups 

 Engagement/Communication Staff Lead: See E/C report Streaming coming along. Total cost 
around $20k.  

 Pastor Care: Supporting Pastor Mike with PC. Ongoing support for members with established PC 
relationships. Continuing to prepare (virtually) one adult for baptism (Baptism will be done once 
we're in-person, most likely) 

 Food Pantry: An additional $1500 was raised for the FP after the email/Weekly Words about 
Gift Cards. $1300 to each organization. Have made arrangements for 3 organizations for 
distribution. Pastor Mike taking the lead for the other two.  

 Synod Gatherings/Workshops: Have been attending Synodwide gatherings with colleagues 
(about every two weeks) and Bishop (once a month) for check-in, information, resource sharing. 
Also, has attended a Synod-led stewardship workshop and virtual worship workshop.  

 Metro DC Candidacy Committee: Chair of the Metro DC Candidacy Committee. Leading a 
temporary restructuring of the candidacy process for candidates in the Metro DC Synod. 
Next Candidacy Committee meeting with candidates: June 3.  

 2021 Youth Gathering: Attending Synodwide meetings regarding the 2021 Youth Gathering in 
Minneapolis. Starting to think about fundraising and interest gathering at 
Reformation/StLuthRefA 

 Personal: Engaging in two outside, virtual small groups. 1) Participating in Leadership on the 
Way (was in Nashville in January) and 2) Leading an ELCA Young Adult Small Group on Monday 
mornings with 6 YA peers (ages 31-35) around the country 

 Personal: Most wedding planning on hold for a bit while Ben & Marshall wait to hear from 
venues, closures, and dates.  

 
 
Tegan: 
 

 Update on PPP loan status: the loan was funded on May 1st. We only have 8 weeks to spend the 
loan, so Suzanne put together a wonderful spreadsheet to allow us to see how it can be 
spent. We are unsure if we are going to be able to spend all of it. We have been 
researching and attempting to stay up to date with the rules and are working to determine 
what we will need to do if we cannot spend the full amount of the loan. 
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 An electrician came on May 12th to look at the vents in the Parish Hall bathrooms, as well as 
some lighting issues in the parking lot and around the back entryway. He is going to prepare a 
quote for us and will be sending it to me shortly. 

 The last lighting issue around the Anniversary Campaign is still being addressed! Bruno Clay sent 
an electrician to look at the lights that are out and they were unable to find an issue with the 
panel. They will be coming back with a lift to check the track lights. 

 The Property Committee met the first week of May to discuss the projects that are wrapping up 
and future projects to prioritize. We plan to meet again in June to plan for the rest of the 
year. 

 Calvert Controls, our HVAC vendor, worked several days last week to do annual maintenance to 
our system and switch it over from heating to A/C. 

 Our electricity contract with CPA ends December of this year. CPA has been working to secure 
good rates and put together a large group purchase. We have committed to being a part of 
their next group purchase and will be signing a new electricity contract this week. They 
believe the rates may start to go up and want to get all of us in before that happens. 

 Our phone contract has been renewed for approximately $3 more a month than we were paying 
before. 

 I have been researching to find out how we determine if we are getting credit for using our solar 
panels. I spoke with the owner/CEO of Solar Solution. He explained to me that the panels fuel 
the electrical feed in the building. After that resource is used up, the electricity we pay for 
takes over. 

Tegan adds that we have signed a 2 year energy contract with Community Purchasing Alliance 

cooperative for lower rates with Pepco. 

 
7:35 PM Update on recent Finance and Property Committee meetings - Matt 
Fuehrmeyer, Pr. Mike 
 
 Matt noted that these meetings discussed the PPP loan.  Also the need to focus 
on the Anniversary Campaign was discussed at the meetings.  We need to let the 
congregation know what was done and what the congregation got from the Anniversary 
Campaign. 
 

 Pastor Mike added that we should do a review of the Anniversary Campaign to 

the Ambassadors and then the congregation. 

 Also, the renovations to 220 (Pastor Ben’s Apartment) are completed. 

 Matt noted that 2 groups are reviewing our insurance and investments interests.  

  

7:41 PM Preparing for Re-Opening Discussion - Pr. Mike 
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 In an email to Council on May 16, Pastor Mike provided a pdf from the Episcopal 
church titled “A Phased Approach to Regathering as Church: Turning Toward the Future 
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with Caution and Hope” dated May 4, 2020. Pastor Mike added these comments for 
consideration: 
 
1) Thank you, Andy and Evan, for your comments on the "Questions to Answer Before We Re-

Open" document. These are very helpful.  

 

2) Since we put together the 20 questions last month, some of the main religious bodies have 

given more guidance about Re-Opening. The Episcopal bishops of DC, Maryland, and Virginia 

have, in my mind, the most helpful document right now. I have attached it to this email. The 

DMV Episcopal guidelines are most applicable to Reformation because they cover our 

territory. They also break the process into four phases, plus a fifth "Live After COVID-19." In 

each phase, they make recommendations to congregations and give the public health 

indicators necessary to be in each phase. 

 Phase One is when COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, and deaths are increasing. Stay at 
home. No in-person worship or gatherings. 

 Phase Two comes after a 14-day decline in cases, hospitalizations, and intensive care 
bed use, plus wide-spread testing, sufficient PPE, and assurance from local hospitals 
that they are not overwhelmed. In Phase Two small indoor worship services (no more 
than 50 people) and outdoor services may be held if people can maintain 
physical distance (6 feet). Other small group gatherings permitted with physical 
distancing. Masks are required for all in-person worship, groups, and building visitors.  

 Phase Three comes when cases, hospitalizations, and deaths have fallen to near zero. 
Increased number of in-person worship attendees allowed. Continued physical 
distancing and masking likely.  Larger group ministries like youth groups and classes 
may resume. 

 Phase Four comes when a vaccine is widely available to all in the general public and 
treatment is proven effective and widely available. 

The Episcopal bishops refer to a document by the Wisconsin Council of Churches. It's been 

very helpful to churches across the US.  

 

3) Pastor Ben and I think that it will be good for Reformation to re-open in concert with other 

ELCA, Episcopal and Presbyterian congregations in the DMV. In the ELCA the ultimate decision 

rests with the local Council and pastors (both have to agree), so there is some flexibility from 

congregation to congregation. I meet weekly with pastors of similar- and larger-sized 

congregations in Virginia for a clergy continuing education group called "Intentional Impact." 

Some of those congregations will continue on-line worship only throughout the summer. The 

DC ELCA clergy will meet this coming Thursday morning to discuss and coordinate our plans.  

 

4) Pastor Ben, Paul, and I are preparing for on-line worship services to continue, whether or 

not we also have in-person gatherings in the sanctuary. Pastor Ben, with the help of Corey 

Petree and others, has been researching and getting quotes for installing cameras, 

computers, and other technology required to live stream our services. For an example of a DC 
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congregation that has been doing live streaming for a few years, see Augustana's on their 

YouTube channel. Pastor Ben's research is on-going, but he may have a partial update in time 

for the Council meeting. 

 

5) The Worship Music and Arts Committee is meeting this Sunday afternoon. I'll also discuss 

these matters with the committee. We are also considering ways to share communion online. 

I will share those comments and resources in an email specific to Holy Communion. 

 

Also on May 16, Pastor Ben noted via email that the ELCA put out their own considerations 

on Tuesday: Considerations for Reopening to In-person Worship: Being Church Together 

During the COVID-19 Pandemic (Updated May 12, 2020) 

 

 
 

Pastor Mike noted that the DC area is not ready to re-open so there is nothing to 
decide tonight. Pastor Mike noted that Evan and Andy have provided many insights to 
these questions above.  

 
When we re-open there is a need to wear masks and no singing during the in-

person service. Pastor Mike is aware that there may be a second wave of COVID in the 
fall and that we may want to work on our on-line presence. 

 
Andy thought that we may want to make a decision to extend our church closing 

through June.   
 
Craig wants to recommend that the church remain closed until Mayor Bowser 

removes all restrictions.  
 
Andy noted that it would take at least a week for the Pastors to re-format to the 

in-person services. 
Elizabeth opined that we may want to ask the congregation when they feel ready 

to come back so that the pastors are not working all angles, in-person and online 
services. 

 
Pastor Ben noted that he and Pastor Mike have an ‘emergency plan’ if one of 

them gets COVID. 
 
Molly noted that we may want to gather in neighborhood cells or pods and still 

have everyone watching the service online at the same time. 
 
Pastor Mike noted that a congregation in Arkansas, the pastor got sick and 

before he knew it he passed it to many of his congregants, and many under 65 year 
olds. Then the congregants spread it to their communities. Therefore, he is hesitant to 
open the church. 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FjP0MbYnPQdg&data=02%7C01%7Ckaren.carlson%40uspto.gov%7Cab43108f5fc74cc02f7108d7f997b45e%7Cff4abfe983b540268b8ffa69a1cad0b8%7C1%7C0%7C637252302284719348&sdata=ZeioHzAGrm26VmDfwlvGWf6A6twF0r%2Fn2eSBT9WohL0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdownload.elca.org%2FELCA%2520Resource%2520Repository%2Freturning-to%2520In-person-worship.pdf%3F_ga%3D2.7716658.1630327717.1589378048-1302143999.1589378048%26fbclid%3DIwAR2nJlo-t-92-vnjT5XLjm_QTjuBBH5ExKE1snxE1GtmmyXwGOalWy1-7Pw&data=02%7C01%7Ckaren.carlson%40uspto.gov%7Cc0dc51a825c54025e11908d7f9c8ebdc%7Cff4abfe983b540268b8ffa69a1cad0b8%7C1%7C1%7C637252513654171897&sdata=PyV377VOgdyjnuLYA%2FQXOYxo7re25xxByvr%2BH6PrygA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdownload.elca.org%2FELCA%2520Resource%2520Repository%2Freturning-to%2520In-person-worship.pdf%3F_ga%3D2.7716658.1630327717.1589378048-1302143999.1589378048%26fbclid%3DIwAR2nJlo-t-92-vnjT5XLjm_QTjuBBH5ExKE1snxE1GtmmyXwGOalWy1-7Pw&data=02%7C01%7Ckaren.carlson%40uspto.gov%7Cc0dc51a825c54025e11908d7f9c8ebdc%7Cff4abfe983b540268b8ffa69a1cad0b8%7C1%7C1%7C637252513654171897&sdata=PyV377VOgdyjnuLYA%2FQXOYxo7re25xxByvr%2BH6PrygA%3D&reserved=0
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Karen noted that she and husband Parry may not come back to the church even 

if the church opens; error on the side of great caution because the COVID can be 
deadly. 

 
Suzanne notes that many congregants are alone and don’t have family in the 

area and they need the church for this contact. 
 
Pastor Mike thought that a get together on the plaza may be feasible. However, 

we will not lose an online opportunity to worship in the near future. 
 
Pastor Ben notes that we currently can’t do both online and in-person services 

because we need a professional streaming set up if we want to meet live and stream 
live versus pre-recorded services. It will cost about $20K upfront (then~$75/month) to 
have the in-person service and video service. Engagement and Communication are 
looking into this but it should be a Council endeavor. Vimeo is the venue for the 
streaming. 

 
 
Karen suggested that we simply ask the congregation for the money above the 

giving and she believes that the congregation will step up. 
 
Matt proposed: 
 
“Lutheran Church of the Reformation will continue to cancel all in-person worship 

services and meetings until local officials and public health experts determine that the 
threat of the novel coronavirus has subsided and recommend that such large gatherings 
like worship services are safe. The timing of and manner in which the church re-opens 
will be determined by church staff, with the approval of the Council. Staff will continue to 
conduct online worship and will govern access to church buildings, operation of the 
Food Pantry, and operation of the church offices in accordance with prior resolutions." 

 
 
Andy - Motion to accept the proposal 
 
Craig – Second 
 
Discussion – The Listening Volunteers said that the members that they talked to 

really appreciated the online services.  
Also, those living alone feel the stress of not having community. There is a sense 

of grief, sadness, and longing. 
 
All agreed 
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8:30 PM Goal-Setting Discussion - Matt Fuehrmeyer, Pr. Mike 
 
We'll also be discussing the goal-setting process for the year, and potentially laying out a timeline and 

solicit volunteers to lead virtual cottage gatherings. Please take some time to think over the following 

questions about returning to "normal": 

What are we doing that's new in the pandemic that you'd like to continue? 

Video online services 

Virtual small groups 

Zoom Coffee hour 

Zoom Council Meetings 

What are we doing that's new in the pandemic that you'd like to discontinue? 

What did we stop doing during the pandemic that you want to see brought back? 

 Communion, virtual communion at the same time such as in a Zoom Room. The ELCA does not 

recommend online communion and is therefore not providing guidance for communion online. 

 Confirmation this Sunday 

 Brief order of confession and forgiveness – back in June 

What did we stop doing during the pandemic that you'd rather we not bring back? 

 
 

8:53 PM Liaison Reports 
 
Worship, Music and Art - Elizabeth Hann 
 

Meeting on Sunday. People are responding well to the online services. 
SEE THE ATTACHED WMA MINUTES 

 
 
Spiritual Growth - Evan Benoit 
 
Liaison report from Spiritual Growth: 

The 2019-2020 'Program Year' ended last Sunday, May 17 - meaning that we had our last Sunday of 

"Education Hour". Jessica Snowden provided her last 'Sunday School Video' and we are so grateful for 

her contribution and commitment to help us finish out the school year. THANK YOU, JESSICA! Evan 

Benoit will continue doing the Children's Choir videos for kids weekly. Pastor Ben has been continuing to 

meet with High Schoolers monthly and Confirmands weekly. Justin Scofield will be confirmed this 

Sunday (5/24). An announcement for the formation of Summer Small Groups will go in this week's 

Weekly Word. We are continuing to pay the nursery care staff through the PPP Loan secured last month. 
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The spiritual growth committee will meet soon to help answer these two questions, regarding re-

opening: 

 Will children's Sunday School classes, confirmation classes, and Sunday Forum meet in person or 
will they remain online?  

 When and how will Reformation provide nursery care? 
 Best practices for Toys/Books/Busy Bags at worship 

 

 
Fellowship and Caring Ministries - Chari Voss 
 
 Emma Harrington noted that the weekly visitor mailed to shut-ins. 
 Chester Hart’s wife Kim has contracted COVID and a meal train has been 
formed. 
 
 
Engagement and Communication - Corey Petree 
 
 Committee will meet in a couple of weeks to discuss the 20 reopening questions 
above. 
 Online videos are being received well.  
 
Stewardship, Property and Finance - Laura Swanson 
 
 Nothing to report. 
   
  
Service and Justice - Bryan Anderson 
 Nothing to report 

Pastor Mike – SEM is exploring their core gifts to partner with other groups or 
alone. 

Pastor Ben noted that the Food Pantry gift cards will be distributed nest week 
 
Archives & History - Molly Higgins 
 Nothing to report 
 
Personnel - Craig Haas 
 Nothing to report 

9:01 PM         Closing Prayer – Bonnie Franklin 
  
9:02 PM         Adjourn 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
Karen Carlson 
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Worship, Music, and Art Committee Meeting 

May 17, 2020 

 

Attending: Philip Moeller (chairperson and notetaker), Sharon Dibbern, Julie Jones, Caitlin Jacobs, 

Stephanie Fouse, Sarah Stauderman, Al Swingle, Nancy Swingle, Kathy Tobias, Valerie Platz, Paul 

Leavitt, Pastor Ben Hogue, and Pastor Mike Wilker.  

 

OPENING PRAYER: 

 

1. Evaluation of what we have been doing with virtual worship. 

 The musical elements have worked well. 

 The general flow of the videos as been good. 

 It was nice to have participants do readings from their home 

 It was good to be able to include people from distant locals, for example Diane Kohn. 

 It was good to be able to include someone such as Rebecca Pfahl who because of her health 
conditions would not have normally been able to It has providing a different cut on connecting 
people 

 Many people have appreciated having the on-line option 

 

2. What would you like to change or improve? 

 Ben: This technical support has not been what he expected to do as a pastor. It has been 
stressful, but it is part of ministry, 

 Everyone appreciates what Ben has done so well in putting this option together for us. 

 Sarah: There is an option for having those watching Zoom do a cascade of "bullet thoughts,” a 
“chatterfall,” a list or cascade of thoughts.  This might be fun to try, perhaps even as part of a 
service. 

 Kathy: it would be nice to find a way to engage participants afterwards in the points of s sermon 
or even the scripture readings for the day. 

 Paul: We have a lot of audio recordings of the choir, but we do not much int eh way of video 
recordings.  He has been adding photos or other video shots to the audio but there would still 
need to be more recordings once we can assemble the choir. 

 Valerie: It is harder to hear the live streaming over the pre-recorded videos. 

 Sarah: Use more familiar hymns [Pastor Mike, yes others also have suggested this] 

 Paul: Perhaps the soloists should sing in unison for hymns, this might make it easier for those 
online to sing along. 

 Perhaps the anthems done during the offertory should have the title on the screen, maybe also 
the text. 

 We need to consider the amount of effort needed to introduce changes in what is being done. 

3. In-person gathering 

 Mike: it looks like this is a ways away.  Even moving to small-group worship would need a 14-day 
decline in the data indicators, and this is not happening.  We probably would want to have 
some on-line worship opportunities in the future as well, something we have thought about. 
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 We would like to proceed with whatever we do in concert with other churches in the 
community.  It will be a while and we may even have to consider stepping back.  Since it will be 
a while, we do not have to make decision on this subject right away. 

 Once we resume activities, some people may be reluctant to come again for a while. 

 Yes, we have identified some questions, but we need to look for more questions related to 
reopening. 

 Even if the criteria for reopening are met, some organizations would not move to re-opening.  In 
any circumstances we will not be coming back to worship as it was in January. 

 Ben: live streaming has been on the back-burner for some time.  Setting up for this would require 
an outlay of $18,000-$20,000 for equipment.  The way we do worship would have to change a 
bit to consider a tie-in to the people watching as well as those in the congregation.  There 
might also be some process changes.  We would also have to cover monthly hosting costs, 
say $20.00 a service.  We would need someone to be at the video board, and they would need 
to be trained.  There are also installation issues and respecting the interior integrity of the 
sanctuary.  Finally, there are legal issues on filming individuals etc. 

 How soon can we do this if we have the funds.  Perhaps end of August, beginning of 
September.  Also need to consider he need for training in any time frame, not to mentioned 
who would do it. 

 HH would like to be able to do live video streaming in the fall as well. 

 In on-line worship, Ben is worried about how commitment and bonding among worship attendees 
are fostered. In-person worship is usually a community-based process. 

 Paul sees this as an important direction to increase our footprint. 

 Remember that our reform tradition was based on the desire to include people in the worship 
service, to enable better participation. 

 We may need to help some members gain technological access to this sort of viewing. 

 

The Communion: 

 Model used by St Paul's Lutheran Church in NW DC: having a small group commune outside the 
church, no more than 10 with the pastors.  We could do something like this. 

 But what about on-line communion? 

 It could be done as part of a separate service. 

 Philip: He worries about the sacred aspects of the meal.  To do it online would seem to dilute it.  If 
we need to, we could consider considering grace as coming to us in some other format, but 
that would not have to be the same as communion with the elements.  The elements really 
need to be blessed. / So, the idea of an alternate extension of grace sounds preferable.  WE 
do have the example of taking communion to the housebound that we follow.  The pre-blessed 
elements could be delivered and even linkage by video could be then used with these 
elements.  

 Kathy: Taking the elements to people who were sick was a meaningful thing that we have done, 
so we could build on that and not dilute communion. 

 Al: virtual communion would seem a radical change theologically. I would need a lot of 
consideration.  We should look at the origin in the meal and build on that perhaps. 

 Looking at the origins is sound advice.  Perhaps consider this for emergencies as we do for such 
special cases as for shut-ins, but still respect the blessing of the elements. 

 Paul: many people have strong spiritual experiences related to sending energy and not using 
physical presence. 

 Perhaps we should have more than one option; a good Lutheran tradition. 

 Sarah: we need a workship on this that would also consider the implications for the altar guild. 

 Council will do some more consideration of the whole communion issue on Tuesday. 
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Caitlin and Pastor Mike will work on immediate and long-term issues related to a system for identifying 

people to assist with worship. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: 

 

 


