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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Prelude              

Welcome          

You can use this worship booklet for worship at home. You can also join worship online 
and find other devotional resources at www.ReformationDC.org/worship. When there is 
more than one person worshipping in the same room or when you join the online worship 
service, one person reads the regular print and the other(s) say the bold print. The hymns 
are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 
 
How can we follow God? We would often like to think that having faith in God should lead 
to an easy life. Jeremiah discovered the opposite. And in Matthew’s Gospel, Peter made a 
God-given confession last Sunday but this Sunday he opposes Jesus by arguing for that 
easy life. Still, what is it to “take up our cross?” This is not a call to invent new sufferings 
nor to think we will save ourselves nor to counsel other people to put up with injustice. 
Rather, we need to tell the truth about how the world is full of suffering and see that in 
sharing our sufferings and death, God in Christ saves us all and shows us a way to walk 
behind him. Paul gives detail to that way: taking no vengeance; associating with people 
who are considered lowly; weeping with those who weep; not claiming to be wiser than 
we are; persevering in prayer; rejoicing in hope — those are some of the traits of the way 
of the cross for us. In ordinary times we were able to be strengthened for this humble way 
by receiving the gift of Christ’s life-giving cross in the holy communion. But now, in this 
time of waiting, we can still gladly join Jeremiah in eating — trusting and taking deeply 
into our lives— the words we read.  
 
If you or a neighbor need pastoral care, please call the church office at 202-543-4200 or 
one of the pastors via email:  Pastor Mike Wilker@reformationdc.org or Pastor Ben 
Hogue@ReformationDC.org. Voicemail will have instructions about how to contact 
them in case of emergency. If you are interested in Baptism and Membership at 
Reformation, please reach out to Pastor Ben and he can discuss details and discern next 
steps with you!  
 
Reformation welcomes and supports lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer+ 
Christians and their families in all aspects of the church's ministry.  Since 1987, we have 
been part of ReconcilingWorks, a national Lutheran LGBTQ+ ministry. 

Liturgical texts, music and artwork are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27407.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.  Unless otherwise noted, hymns are reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708896. 
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Remembering Baptism ~ Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross ☩, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin,  
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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Hymn            Let Streams of Living Justice           
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Prayer of the Day                 
Even though we are distant from one another, the Spirit unites us as we pray this ancient prayer that 
introduces the biblical readings for today.        
     

Let us pray.  
After a brief silence for personal prayer, the presiding minister continues:  

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of 
the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us 
strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Greeting                 
The presiding minister and congregation welcome each other with a greeting shared by Jesus’ early 
apostles and then join their hearts in prayer.   

  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.  

First Reading                          Jeremiah 15:15-21 
Speaking and writing between 626 BCE and 586 BCE, the prophet Jeremiah declared that the old ways 
of governing must die. The unfaithfulness and injustice of the nation’s leaders and peoples caused evil 
to run rampant. Faithfully preaching this word of God led to suffering and isolation for Jeremiah. After 
Jeremiah sincerely prays to God for relief, God encourages Jeremiah to keep speaking the truth and 
promises that God is with Jeremiah.  
 
Listen for the Word of God. 
 

 15O Lord, you know; 
  remember me and visit me, 
  and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
 In your forbearance do not take me away; 
  know that on your account I suffer insult. 
 16Your words were found, and I ate them, 
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  and your words became to me a joy 
  and the delight of my heart; 
 for I am called by your name, 
  O Lord, God of hosts. 
 17I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 
  nor did I rejoice; 
 under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 
  for you had filled me with indignation. 
 18Why is my pain unceasing, 
  my wound incurable, 
  refusing to be healed? 
 Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 
  like waters that fail. 
 
 19Therefore thus says the Lord: 
 If you turn back, I will take you back, 
  and you shall stand before me. 
 If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 
  you shall serve as my mouth. 
 It is they who will turn to you, 
  not you who will turn to them. 
 20And I will make you to this people 
  a fortified wall of bronze; 
 they will fight against you, 
  but they shall not prevail over you, 
 for I am with you 
  to save you and deliver you, 
 says the Lord. 
 21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 
  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm                                     Psalm 26:1-8 
We respond to the reading from Jeremiah with Psalm 26. It is as if we also are Jeremiah, asking God for 
vindication from evildoers, distancing ourselves from the wicked, trusting in God and praising God’s 
wonderful deeds. Saying the psalm helps us see that the first reading is about us. 

 
 1Grant justice for me, O Lord, for I have lived with integrity; 
  I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 
 2Test me, O Lord, and try me; 
  examine my heart and my mind. 
 
 3For your steadfast love is before my eyes; 
  I walk in your faithfulness. 
 4I do not sit with those up to no good, 
  nor do I consort with liars.  
 
 5I have hated the company of evildoers; 
  I will not spend time with the wicked. 
 6I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, 
  that I may go in procession round your altar, 
 
 7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving 
  and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
 8Lord, I love the house in which you dwell 
  and the place where your glory abides.  
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Second Reading                               Romans 12:9-21 
Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is the 
unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to 
overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to 
live at peace with all people. 
 
Listen for the word of God. 

 

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;  
10love one another with mutual affection;  

outdo one another in showing honor.  
11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 1 

2Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.  
13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.  
15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  
16Live in harmony with one another;  
do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly;  
do not claim to be wiser than you are.  
17Do not repay anyone evil for evil,  
but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 1 

8If it is possible, so far as it depends on you,  
live peaceably with all.  
19Beloved, never avenge yourselves,  
but leave room for the wrath of God;  
for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”  
20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them;  
if they are thirsty, give them something to drink;  
for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.”  
21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon                              Pastor Ben Hogue 

Gospel                                                                               Matthew 16:21-28 
After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the 
ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has 
called a “rock.” 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to 
show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands 
of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 
22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This 
must never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You 
are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.” 
  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit 
them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for 
their life? 
  27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he 
will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing 
here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 

Children’s Message  
See www.reformationdc.org/worship for today’s Children’s Message.  

http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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 As  you are able, proclaim the word of God in song. 

Hymn        Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song          ELW 808 

Called into unity with one another and the whole cre-

rld.  

O God, rock of ages, you are our foundation in Jesus 

Christ, who we confess is the Living God. Prepare 

your church to bear witness to Christ, both at home 

and throughout the world. For the religious commu-

nities and leaders we name before you now, we pray:  

Pause a moment to read the Prayer-Fall. 

Your love last forever and calls forth praise from the 

greatest to the humblest of creatures. Join our songs 

to theirs that a spirit of thanksgiving will arouse us to 

cherish this wondrous home.  For the earth and wa-

ters, and the places and creatures we name before 

Pause a moment to read the Prayer-Fall. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
We unite in prayer, asking God to send the Holy Spirit on the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. Today we combine an ancient form of prayer called a Bidding Prayer, with a contemporary 
online technique called a Chatterfall. A chatterfall is when a group of people online use the online chat 
boxes to respond to a question all at the same time. Their responses cascade down the chat box like a 
waterfall.  
 
So if you are following along online, here’s how we’ll combine a Bidding Prayer and Chatterfall. The 
assisting minister will invite you to pray about a one subject at a time, for example, “For the religious 
communities and leaders we name before you now, we pray.” Then the minister will pause silently. 
During the silence you can say the names of places that need God’s Spirit. For those of you who want to 
use the Chatterfall, during the silence type the name of the place in the chat box—but wait to press 
enter until the minister says, “Hear us, O God.” So during the silence, you could say or type “Pastor Jim 
Lapp” or “Santa Cruz, California churches” Then when the minister says, “Hear us, O God” you can press 
your enter key and all the places we typed will cascade like a prayer waterfall. We’ll do that for each 
petition. Now let us prepare our minds and bodies for prayer.  

 
 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 
world.  
 
 A brief silence. 
 

Creed 
 With the whole church, let us affirm our faith in God by saying the Apostles’ Creed.  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
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God of faithfulness, you bid your people to follow Jesus. Set the mind of your church on 
divine things. Grant us trust in you, that we lose our lives for the sake of Christ and 
thereby discover joy in life through him. For the religious communities and leaders we 
name before you now, we pray:  
 
 A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
 Pause a moment to read the Prayer-Fall. 
 

God of wonder, the earth is yours and all that is in it. Heal your creation and give us eyes 
to see the world as you do. For the earth and waters, and the places and creatures we 
name before you now, we pray:  
 
 A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
 Pause a moment to read the Prayer-Fall. 
 

God of all nations, you call us to live peaceably with all. Give us ears to hear one another, 
even those we name as enemies. Give governmental leaders the wisdom and courage to 
provide humanitarian relief and recovery in wartorn areas. For the national and local 
government leaders we name before you now, we pray:  
 
 A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
 Pause a moment to read the Prayer-Fall. 
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God of salvation, you promise to deliver us. Give those who suffer a strong sense of your 
presence and love. Accompany those who are uncertain, raise the spirits of those who are 
despairing, and heal the sick. For all those we name before you who need your care, O God, 
we pray:  
 
 A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
 Pause a moment to read the Prayer-Fall. 
 

God of community, you call us to rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, and persevere in 
prayer. Make our congregation a workshop of your love. When we quarrel, bring 
reconciliation. Help us overcome evil with good. For our congregation, we pray: 
 
 A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
 Pause a moment to read the Prayer-Fall. 
 

God of all grace, hear also the other prayers in our hearts. For our grief and joy, for our 
tears and laughter, for our fears and dreams. For ourselves, we pray  
 
 A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 
 Pause a moment to read the Prayer-Fall. 
 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING 
We give thanks for the saving Word of Christ and all the gifts of God. 

Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  

Although we are not gathering in the sanctuary, Reformation's ministries continue every day. Staff 
members are providing individual and communal pastoral care, coordinating lay leaders and volun-
teers, caring for our facilities, connecting us with one another, and developing resources for worship 
and spiritual growth. This time has disrupted the usual way we gather offerings and severely restricted 
the gifts of some households. We invite you to give as you are able.  
 
Please give online at ReformationDC.org/give or send your checks to the church office. If you want to 
begin or change your Simply Giving weekly or monthly donation, email Office@ReformationDC.org. 
 
To use our new Text-to-Give option, send a text message to 844-414-8057 with the amount you 
would like to give to Reformation. You will receive a secure link to input your payment information. 
Once you have filled out your payment information, the contribution will be deposited directly into 
Reformation's bank account. After completing this setup, you can use text-to-give to donate again by 
simply texting additional donations to 844-414-8057  

Mission Announcements can be found at www.reformationdc.org/worship 

Exchange of Peace 
The Peace of Christ be with you always.   

 And also with you. 
 
Please share a sign of peace with your friends and family while we listen to a musical offering. You may 
also take this time to text "Peace be with you" to another person -- maybe a friend you miss seeing in 
person at worship or even a neighbor in another city or state. 

http://www.ReformationDC.org/give
mailto:Office@ReformationDC.org
http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Sending Prayer  
Let us pray. 
 

 A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Almighty God, grant that your holy word which has been proclaimed this day may 
enter into our hearts by your grace, that it may produce in us the fruit of the Spirit 
for witness and service in the world and to the praise and honor of your name, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  

Blessing             Numbers 6:23-26  

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 
 We conclude the thanksgiving with the prayer Jesus taught us. You can say this or another translation 
you know by heart.  

 
 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever.  
  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn                Praise and Thanks and Adoration          ELW 783 

Postlude               
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Prayer List 
WE GIVE THANKS … 
For those who celebrate anniversaries this week:  

Steve Ludwig and Teresa Gruber (8/31). 
For those who celebrate birthdays this week:  

Baker Broach, George Hutchinson (8/31); Michael Barrette, Stephanie Fouse (9/1); 
Sarah Ralston (9/4).  

WE PRAY FOR. . . 
Cade, cousin of Kiri Nicholson, as he begins cancer treatment.  
Allison Schneider and Andrew Shult as they welcome a new baby and we remember all 

their children.   
The family of Hae-Yin Loke in Singapore and his former partner Philip Moeller, as they 

grieve his death and celebrate his life. 
Maxwell Finkenstadt, who broke his arm on August 11. 
The friends and family of Rehan, friend of Kiri Nicholson, as they remember him and 

commemorate his 23rd birthday.  
The family of Tom Gill as the grieve his death and celebrate his life, including his 

daughter Tricia, his spouse Karen, and his sister-in-law Liz Tucker Manty. 
John Amberson, brother of Julie Jones, for health and healing.  
Chester Hart, for healing from COVID-19 and healthy recovery after triple-bypass 

surgery. 
Members and friends affected by COVID-19. 
Mike Cochrane, brother of Karen Carlson, in thanksgiving for a successful brain surgery 

and continued prayers for increased mobility in outpatient rehab. 
Len Hawley, friend of Dale Manty, as he receives treatment for leukemia.  
Wayne Krumwiede, for health and healing. 
Mel Antonen, as he continues to struggle with serious health issues. 
David, the father of Phillip and Harriet Vender’s daughter-in-law. 

For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service 
Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda Manning, Paul Cowden, Jon Jones, Lee Patterson and 

family members of those in service here and around the world. 
From our hearts for  

Phil Abbott, Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Emanuele and Emmajean Crupi, Bob Hedrick, 
Bernice Hoveland, Mary James, Leah Jones, Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, 
Wayne Krumwiede, Margot Lyddane, Carol Ann Mumaw, Valerie Platz, Ron and 
Daphne Rhine, Bill Scott, Madge Selinsky, Al Stauderman, Helen Vigness, Carolyn 
Walker, Thomas Winter, and Gloria Wolf. 

Please email your prayer requests to Pastor Mike at wilker@ReformationDC.org  
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders 
  Presiding Minister  Pastor Michael Wilker 
  Preaching Minister  Pastor Ben Hogue 
  Assisting Minister  Elizabeth Hann 
  Readers   Laurie Heim, Matt Fuehrmeyer, Caitlin Jacobs 
  Cantors   Jon Korman, Jon-Michael Eclar, Gabbi Levy, 
      Alexa Newlin 
  

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION 
212 EAST CAPITOL STREET, WASHINGTON, DC 20003 

www.reformationdc.org 

Phone: 202-543-4200  Email: office@reformationdc.org 
A Reconciling in Christ congregation 

 

President:  Matt Fuehrmeyer 
                  
Vice President: Bonnie Franklin 
 
Secretary:  Karen Carlson 
 
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard 
 
Treasurer:  Roger Moffatt 

Lead Pastor   Pastor Michael Wilker 
    wilker@ReformationDC.org 
 
Associate Pastor   Pastor Ben Hogue 
    hogue@ReformationDC.org 
 
Administrator   Tegan Peterson 
    peterson@ReformationDC.org 
 
Director of Music & Arts  Paul Leavitt 
    pdleavitt0918@gmail.com 
 
 

Connect with us!  
 

Church of the Reformation    
 
@ReformationDC  
            #ReformationDC 

The most up-to-date Worship Schedule, will be found on our 
website, www.reformationdc.org.  
 
We will continue to follow the guidelines of health professionals, 
scientists, government officials, and church leaders to make 
decisions regarding gathering for in-person worship. We 
appreciate your patience and understanding. 


