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Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Our Common Prayer at Home 

July 12, 2020 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Prelude              

Welcome          

 
God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like 
the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. 
Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the 
Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 
 
Preaching this week is Deacon Deb Haynes from the Lamb Center. The Lamb Center is a 
daytime drop-in shelter for poor and individuals experiencing homelessness in Fairfax, 
VA. They provide a variety of services without cost to guests, including meals, showers, 
laundry service, Bible studies, housing and job counseling, a nurse practitioner clinic, a 
dental clinic, and much more.  
 
Deacon Deb joined the Lamb Center as a Case Manager in May 2016 and is ordained in the 
ELCA. She is originally from Central Pennsylvania and has been in Northern Virginia for 
over twenty years. She is a member of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Falls Church, VA, 
has a MAMS from the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, a MSIS from UNC-
Chapel Hill and a BA from Ursinus College. In former careers she was the office manager 
for a small local business and a systems analyst in federal contracting. Deacon Deb will 
also be joining us for Coffee Hour! 
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Remembering Baptism ~ Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross ☩, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin,  
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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Hymn        We Plow the Fields and Scatter          ELW 681 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.  

First Reading                                Isaiah 55:10-13 
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the 
Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands. 

 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until 
they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower 
and bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not 
return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing 
for which I sent it. 
 12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before 
you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 13Instead of 
the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it 
shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Prayer of the Day                 
Even though we are distant from one another, the Spirit unites us as we pray this ancient prayer that 
introduces the biblical readings for today.        
     

Let us pray.  
After a brief silence for personal prayer, the presiding minister continues:  

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy 
Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope 
and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Greeting                 
The presiding minister and congregation welcome each other with a greeting shared by Jesus’ early 
apostles and then join their hearts in prayer.   

  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Psalm                        Psalm 65:1-13 
We have heard the passage from Isaiah liken God’s word to fruitful growth of grains and trees. We 
respond by saying Psalm 65:1-13, a song of thanksgiving for the earth’s bounty. God gives growth to all 
that lives, and we can liken ourselves to the plants of the earth, watered by the river of God.  

 

 1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; 
  to you shall vows be fulfilled. 
 2To you, the one who answers prayer, 
  to you all flesh shall come. 
 3Our sins are stronger than we are, 
  but you blot out our transgressions. 
 4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! 
  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your 
 temple. 
 5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, 
  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away. 
 6You make firm the mountains by your power; 
  you are girded about with might. 
 7You still the roaring of the seas, 
  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 
 8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; 
  you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 
  9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the 
 river of God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the 
 earth. 
 10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
 11You crown the year with your goodness, 
  and your paths overflow with plenty. 
 12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be clothed with joy. 
 13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak  
 themselves with grain; let them shout for joy and sing. 
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Second Reading                                  Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was 
unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper 
actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God 
has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things 
of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 
and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 
submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in 
you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If 
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from 
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message  
See www.reformationdc.org/worship for today’s Children’s Message.  

http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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Sermon                                Deacon Deb Hayes 

Gospel                                                                             Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good 
news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good 
news produces different results in those who hear. 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 
the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to 
sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 
5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 
since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 
  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is 
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has 
no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account 
of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, 
this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke 
the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one 
who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
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 As  you are able, proclaim the word of God in song. 

Hymn      Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil          ELW 512 

Creed 
 With the whole church, let us affirm our faith in God by saying the Apostles’ Creed.  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
We unite in prayer, asking God to send the Holy Spirit on the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. Today we combine an ancient form of prayer called a Bidding Prayer, with a contemporary 
online technique called a Chatterfall. A chatterfall is when a group of people online use the online chat 
boxes to respond to a question all at the same time. Their responses cascade down the chat box like a 
waterfall.  
 
So if you are following along online, here’s how we’ll combine a Bidding Prayer and Chatterfall. The 
assisting minister will invite you to pray about a one subject at a time, for example, “For the religious 
communities and leaders we name before you now, we pray.” Then the minister will pause silently. 
During the silence you can say the names of places that need God’s Spirit. For those of you who want to 
use the Chatterfall, during the silence type the name of the place in the chat box—but wait to press 
enter until the minister says, “Hear us, O God.” So during the silence, you could say or type “Deacon Deb 
Hayes” or “The Lamb Center.” Then when the minister says, “Hear us, O God” you can press your enter 
key and all the places we typed will cascade like a prayer waterfall. We’ll do that for each petition. 
Now let us prepare our minds and bodies for prayer.  

 

Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our 

shared world.  
 

  A brief silence. 
 

Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for 

evangelists and newly planted congregations around the world. For the religious 

communities and leaders we name before you now, we pray:  
 

  A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 

 
Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap 

their hands in praise. For the earth, and the places and creatures we name before 

you now, we pray:  
 

  A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
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Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and 

equality. We pray for our enemies. For the national and local government leaders 

we name before you now, we pray:  
 

  A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 

Abiding God, care for all who are in need. Comfort those who are sick, lonely, or 

abandoned. Strengthen those who are in prison, in detention, or awaiting trial.  

For all those we name who need your care O God, we pray:  
 

  A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 

Renewing God, revive this congregation, Lutheran Church of the Reformation. 
Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted among us, that we might grow as 
disciples. For our congregation, we pray: 
 

  A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 

Hear also the cries of our own hearts. For our grief and joy, for our tears and 

laughter, for our fears and dreams, for ourselves, we pray  
 

  A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great.  

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  
Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING 
We give thanks for the saving Word of Christ and all the gifts of God. 

Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  

Although we are not gathering in the sanctuary, Reformation's ministries continue every day. Staff 
members are providing individual and communal pastoral care, coordinating lay leaders and volun-
teers, caring for our facilities, connecting us with one another, and developing resources for worship 
and spiritual growth. This time has disrupted the usual way we gather offerings and severely restricted 
the gifts of some households. We invite you to give as you are able.  
 
Please give online at ReformationDC.org/give or send your checks to the church office. If you want to 
begin or change your Simply Giving weekly or monthly donation, email Office@ReformationDC.org. 
 
To use our new Text-to-Give option, send a text message to 844-414-8057 with the amount you 
would like to give to Reformation. You will receive a secure link to input your payment information. 
Once you have filled out your payment information, the contribution will be deposited directly into 
Reformation's bank account. After completing this setup, you can use text-to-give to donate again by 
simply texting additional donations to 844-414-8057  
 

Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song on My Journey 

Mission Announcements can be found at www.reformationdc.org/worship 

Exchange of Peace 
The Peace of Christ be with you always.   

 And also with you. 
 
Please share a sign of peace with your friends and family while we listen to a musical offering. You may 
also take this time to text "Peace be with you" to another person -- maybe a friend you miss seeing in 
person at worship or even a neighbor in another city or state. 

http://www.ReformationDC.org/give
mailto:Office@ReformationDC.org
http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Sending Prayer  
Let us pray. 
 

 A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

God, the giver of life, as you send us out to bear witness to your ministry of recon-
ciliation, open our hearts to receive you in our midst. Stir up your Spirit to open 
our eyes to your loving presence, in the name of Jesus Christ, your Son and our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  

Blessing             Numbers 6:23-26  

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 
 We conclude the thanksgiving with the prayer Jesus taught us. You can say this or another translation 
you know by heart.  

 
 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever.  
  Amen. 
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Sending Hymn           The Numberless Gifts of God’s Mercies         ELW 683 

Postlude        
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Prayer List 
WE GIVE THANKS … 

For those who celebrate birthdays this week:  
Judy Kittleson (7/13); Brooks Benoit, Kayt Wahlert (7/14); Craig Haas, Charlie Payne 

(7/15); Peter McCall (7/16). 
WE PRAY FOR. . . 

Chester Hart, for healing from COVID-19 and healthy recovery after triple-bypass 
surgery. 

Kim Hart, for health and healing from COVID-19. 
Family and friends of Kathleen Ahrens, Aunt of Sarah Berndt, who died this week, and 

especially for Kathleen’s daughters Deb, Rebecca, Elizabeth, and their children.  
Family and friends of Marilyn Thaemert, Aunt of Sarah Berndt, who died this week, and 

especially Marilyn’s children Angie, Kent, and Kirk.  
Family and friends of Kevin Lee Sarring, friend of Parry Carlson and architect 

extraordinaire, who died from ALS. He helped pro-bono with renovation projects in 
LCOR.     

Nancy Dinse, as she settles into her new home in Indiana.  
Members and friends affected by COVID-19. 
Mike Cochrane, brother of Karen Carlson, in thanksgiving for a successful brain surgery 

and continued prayers for increased mobility in outpatient rehab. 
Len Hawley, friend of Dale Manty, as he receives treatment for leukemia.  
Erica Hoff, daughter of Betty Walker, as she continues treatment.   
Rebecca Pfahl, for health and healing. 
Wayne Krumwiede, for health and healing. 
Mel Antonen, as he continues to heal from serious health issues, including COVID-19.  
David, the father of Phillip and Harriet Vender’s daughter-in-law. 
Robert Pfahl and his family for health and healing.   

 
For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service 

Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda Manning, Paul Cowden, Jon Jones, Lee Patterson and 
family members of those in service here and around the world. 

From our hearts for  
Phil Abbott, Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Emanuele and Emmajean Crupi, Bob Hedrick, 

Bernice Hoveland, Mary James, Leah Jones, Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, 
Wayne Krumwiede, Margot Lyddane, Carol Ann Mumaw, Valerie Platz, Ron and 
Daphne Rhine, Bill Scott, Madge Selinsky, Al Stauderman, Helen Vigness, Carolyn 
Walker, Thomas Winter, and Gloria Wolf. 

 
Please email your prayer requests to Pastor Mike at wilker@ReformationDC.org  
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders 
  Presiding Minister  Pastor Ben Hogue 
  Preaching Minister  Deacon Deb Hayes   
  Readers   Gloria Kenyon, Ben Kenyon, Erica Stern,  
      Christine Goepfert  
  Assisting Minister  John Hagood  
  Cantors   Jon Korman, Jon-Michael Eclar, Gabbi Levy, 
      Alexa Newlin   

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION 
212 EAST CAPITOL STREET, WASHINGTON, DC 20003 

www.reformationdc.org 

Phone: 202-543-4200  Email: office@reformationdc.org 
A Reconciling in Christ congregation 

 

President:  Matt Fuehrmeyer 
                  
Vice President: Bonnie Franklin 
 
Secretary:  Karen Carlson 
 
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard 
 
Treasurer:  Roger Moffatt 

Lead Pastor   Pastor Michael Wilker 
    wilker@ReformationDC.org 
 
Associate Pastor   Pastor Ben Hogue 
    hogue@ReformationDC.org 
 
Administrator   Tegan Peterson 
    peterson@ReformationDC.org 
 
Director of Music & Arts  Paul Leavitt 
    pdleavitt0918@gmail.com 
 
 

Connect with us!  
 

Church of the Reformation    
 
@ReformationDC  
            #ReformationDC 

The most up-to-date Worship Schedule, will be found on our 
website, www.reformationdc.org.  
 
We will continue to follow the guidelines of health professionals, 
scientists, government officials, and church leaders to make 
decisions regarding gathering for in-person worship. We 
appreciate your patience and understanding. 


