
	

Embraced by the love of God,  
Lutheran Church of the Reformation  
gathers, welcomes, and nurtures  
a spiritual community  
to love and serve the world in Christ’s name. 
 
 ~Reformation’s Mission Statement 
 
May 25, 2021 
 
Dear Reformation Members and Friends in Christ, 
 
Thanks be to God for the power and presence the congregation has been given these past fifteen 
months to continue our vibrant, dynamic, multigenerational ministry during the covid pandemic, 
the revelations of terrible racist violence, the political turmoil across the nation, and the 
insurrection in the US Capitol. Through it all God has accompanied and guided us. 
 
Thanks be to you for the gifts you have shared with family members, neighbors, and fellow 
Reformation members. You’ve offered prayers, food, and sustenance to people who were sick, 
grieving, and lonely. You’ve learned and shared new ways to worship God and connect with 
others online. You’ve listened to and worked with neighbors here and around the world to do 
justice, pursue peace, love steadfastly, and live humbly. We are grateful!  
 
Beginning Sunday, June 13, Reformation’s sanctuary will be open to all for worship. There will be one service at 
10:00 a.m. (Fall worship schedule and Sunday School begin September 12.) You can join worship 
online as usual via Zoom, Facebook, and YouTube. See ReformationDC.org/worship for online 
instructions. We’ll also bless six high school graduates and one college graduate on June 13! 
 
Reformation’s worship leaders are excited to welcome anyone who wants to worship in the 
sanctuary. We’ve been making plans to keep everyone as safe as possible while we praise God and 
love one another. Since there are some people, including children, who are not able to be 
vaccinated, we will take universal precautions. All attendees must be masked. There will be disposable 
masks available for those who forget. We will not make distinctions between vaccinated and 
unvaccinated people. Let us know if you need help getting vaccinated. 
 
Here are more precautions we are taking as we reopen: 
 

Å Sanctuary safe seating. Reformation’s large sanctuary will safely accommodate 200 people 
when households are seated in every other pew. You will need to monitor your own 
physical distance from other pew mates. Respect your neighbor’s request for proper 
distancing. Please follow the directions of the greeters/ushers regarding your seating. 
 
(over) 



Å Open doors and windows. We will have fresh air circulating through the sanctuary. The front 
doors will be wide open. Also, the doors and windows at the front of the sanctuary will 
be open. The Property Committee may also install temporary fans to increase airflow. 
The HVAC system only recirculates indoor air in the sanctuary. 

Å We are determining whether the whole congregation will be able to sing indoors. The cantors will be 20 
feet or more from other attendees while they sing. Attendees may wave and clap hands, 
ring bells or use other hand instruments, and use streamers or other visual aids to join in 
the beauty of worship. We will have more information on June 13. 

Å Communion in-person and online. Based upon its experience serving communion on the plaza, 
the Altar Guild has developed safe procedures for distributing bread, crackers, wine, and 
juice in the sanctuary. Those who worship from home may also share in Holy 
Communion by having their own food and drink ready for worship. 

Å Cleaning and hygiene. According to the CDC, the risk of transmitting covid-19 via surfaces is 
low. Wash your hands and use the hand sanitizers which are available at all entrances.  

 
These protocols may be adjusted as Reformation learns throughout the summer. We’ll also adjust 
them to follow the federal and local guidelines as well as the rates of community vaccinations and 
infections. 
 
We thank God for the health care professionals and scientists who have cared for individuals and 
the public during the pandemic. We still grieve our beloved who have died and lament all the 
ways our communities have suffered. We’ve learned a lot as a spiritual community and as a 
nation. As the general threat of covid is lifted in the Metro DC area, we are mindful that some in 
our area and many across the globe are still very vulnerable. We pledge to keep them in our 
prayers and take actions to support their health.  
 
Thank you for all the ways you have cared for one another, our congregational leaders, members, and neighbors during 
this past year—and for the ways your many gifts, ministries, and messages have sustained us and our community. 
 
In the abiding peace of Christ, 

 
Rev. Michael Wilker    Rev. Ben Hogue 
Lead Pastor     Associate Pastor 
 


