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Easter Sunday 
Our Common Prayer at Home 

April 12, 2020 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Easter Proclamation          

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 
Rejoice, heavenly powers!  
Sing, choirs of angels!  
 
Exult, all creation around God's throne!  
Jesus Christ is risen! Sound the trumpet of salvation! 

Prelude    Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness     Bach 

Welcome          

 
This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him, all creation is 
made new! Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection 
truly brings life and peace to everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sa-
cred words, and proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and love. With Mary Magda-
len at the empty tomb in the garden, we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We 
depart with joy to proclaim the good news of God’s endless love. 
 
To prepare to worship at home on Easter Sunday, you may want to set out and light 
a candle. You can also have a bowl of water as a reminder of your baptism into the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We will thank God for the gift of baptism 
near the beginning of this service. 
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Hymn               Jesus Christ is Risen Today           ELW 365 
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Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who 
gave us birth, our light and our salvation.  
Amen.  
 
Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the 
everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth.  
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams.  
Praise to you for the Chesapeake Bay, the Anacostia, Potomac and Shenandoah 
Rivers. Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow.  
 
Praise to you for the water of baptism and Word of Christ that saves us.  
The Ethiopian eunuch is baptized in welcome waters. The merchant Lydia shares 
your word at the riverbank. Peter, the zealot, and Cornelius, the centurion, are 
called to peace. We are your children, born of water, blood, and Spirit.  
 
Breathe your Spirit into your church and into all creation. Illumine our days. 
Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil 
around us.  
 
Satisfy all our thirst with your eternal fountain, and bring to birth the body of 
Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.  
Amen 

 
 Make the sign of the cross on your forehead, using water from the bowl if you have one. 

Greeting                 
The presiding minister and congregation welcome each other with a greeting shared by Jesus’ early 
apostles and then join their hearts in prayer.   

  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day                 
Even though we are distant from one another, the Spirit unites us as we pray this ancient prayer that 
introduces the biblical readings for today.        
     

Let us pray.  
 

After a brief silence for personal prayer, the presiding minister continues:  
 

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and 
by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die 
every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.  

Children’s Message  
See www.reformationdc.org/worship for today’s Children’s Message.  

http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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First Reading                                   Acts 10:34-43 
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the essential 
message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the 
words of the prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

34Peter began to speak to [the people gathered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army 
officer]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone 
who reveres God and does what is right is acceptable to God. 36You know the message God 
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That 
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; 
how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 
was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They 
put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded 
us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading                              Colossians 3:1-4 
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire 
focus and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God. 

 

1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated 
at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are 
on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who 
is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation                  Psalm 118:24  

This is the day, that the Lord has made 
I will rejoice and be glad in it 
This is the day, that the Lord has made 
I will rejoice and be glad in it 
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Gospel                                                                                           John 20:1-18 
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim the good 
news: Jesus is risen! 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to John.  
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went 
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 
him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were 
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent 
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but 
rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also 
went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 
the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 
they have laid him.” 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 
“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I 
have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene 
went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had 
said these things to her. 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
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 As  you are able, proclaim the word of God in song. 

Hymn       Sing with All the Saints in Glory          ELW 426 

sung to the tune of “Ode to Joy” 
 

1 Sing with all the saints in glory, 
 sing the resurrection song! 
 Death and sorrow, earth's dark story, 
 to the former days belong. 
 All around the clouds are breaking, 
 soon the storms of time shall cease; 
 in God's likeness we awaken, 
 knowing everlasting peace. 
 
2 Oh, what glory, far exceeding 
 all that eye has yet perceived! 
 Holiest hearts for ages pleading 
 never that full joy conceived. 
 God has promised, Christ prepares it, 
 there on high our welcome waits. 
 Ev'ry humble spirit shares it, 
 Christ has passed the eternal gates. 
 
3 Life eternal! heav'n rejoices: 
 Jesus lives who once was dead. 
 Shout with joy, O deathless voices! 
 Child of God, lift up your head! 
 Life eternal! Oh, what wonders 
 crowd on faith; what joy unknown, 
 when, amid earth's closing thunders, 
 saints shall stand before the throne! 

 
Text: William J. Irons, 1812-1883, alt. 

Sermon                                    Pastor Michael Wilker 
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Prayers of Intercession 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of 
God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 
 

 A brief silence. 
 

God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the church the gift of women 
as your witnesses: as preachers, teachers, and leaders like Mary Magdalene. Open 
our ears to their proclamation this day and always. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars shine, and 
the galaxies whirl in glorious harmonies to honor you. Let us hear and blend our 
voices in the song. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
The countries of the world experience disunity and conflict; we set our minds on 
fear and greed rather than on your rule of justice and steadfast love. Build up all 
countries on your cornerstone of peace. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who mourn. Cradle the 
fearful, the suffering, and the dying, assuring them of your loving presence. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Bless the creative and helpful service of worship leaders this day: musicians, 
worship assistants, preachers, readers, and all others who help us praise you and 
serve one another. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the powers of evil. 
We remember those who have died. Inspire us to live our lives in this resurrection 
hope and draw us to you in our final days. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray 
into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Exchange of Peace 
The Peace of Christ be with you always.   

 And also with you. 
  

Please share a sign of peace with your friends and family while we listen to a musical offering. You may 
also take this time to text "Peace be with you" to another person -- maybe a friend you miss seeing in 
person at worship or even a neighbor in another city or state. 

Mission Announcements - bit.ly/WW4-12 

THANKSGIVING 
We give thanks for the saving Word of Christ and all the gifts of God. 

Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  

Although we are not gathering in the sanctuary, Reformation's ministries continue every day. Staff 
members are providing individual and communal pastoral care, coordinating lay leaders and volun-
teers, caring for our facilities, connecting us with one another, and developing resources for worship 
and spiritual growth. This time has disrupted the usual way we gather offerings and severely restricted 
the gifts of some households. We invite you to give as you are able.  
 
Please give online at ReformationDC.org/give or send your checks to the church office. If you want to 
begin or change your Simply Giving weekly or monthly donation, email Office@ReformationDC.org. 
 
To use our new Text-to-Give option, send a text message to 844-414-8057 with the amount you 
would like to give to Reformation. You will receive a secure link to input your payment information. 
Once you have filled out your payment information, the contribution will be deposited directly into 
Reformation's bank account. After completing this setup, you can use text-to-give to donate again by 
simply texting additional donations to 844-414-8057  
 

                      Alleluia from Exsultate, Jubilate              Mozart 

https://bit.ly/WW4-12
http://www.ReformationDC.org/give
mailto:Office@ReformationDC.org
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Sending Prayer  
Let us pray. 
 

 A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you 
spoke light into the gloom, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into be-
ing. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 
from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom 
for life with you. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: for-
giveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-
giving love. For your Word of life, O God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 
 
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, in-
crease our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to 
your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing             Numbers 6:23-26  

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Amen. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
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Sending Hymn            Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds         ELW 367 

Postlude     Hallelujah Chorus               Ha ndel 
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Prayer List 
WE GIVE THANKS … 

For those who celebrate birthdays this week:  
Cyrus Knudsen, Rebecca Lindhurst (4/14). 

 
WE PRAY FOR. . . 

Members and friends affected by COVID-19. 
Robert Pfahl, as he prepares for pancreatic cancer surgery on April 17. 
Mike Cochrane, brother of Karen Carlson, as he was diagnosed with a brain tumor.  
Erica Hoff, daughter of Betty Walker, as she continues treatment.   
Rebecca Pfahl, for health and healing. 
Wayne Krumwiede, for health and healing. 
Family of Betty Harper, sister of Roger Moffatt, who passed away in February. 
Mel Antonen, Lisa Nipp, and Emmett as they deal with COVID-19 infections.  
For David, Gudrun, and Julie, friends of Phillip Vender. 
For the light of faith in the hearts of those living with and battling cancer. 
For parents and elders who are navigating new homes and communities.  
Robert Pfahl and his family as he continues treatment for pancreatic cancer.   
Kate Hawkins, a friend of Brianna Widner's family, who is battling cancer. 

 
For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service 

Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda Manning, Paul Cowden, Luke Frerichs, Jon Jones, Lee 
Patterson and family members of those in service here and around the world. 

 
From our hearts for  

Phil Abbott, Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Bob Hedrick, Bernice Hoveland, Mary James, 
Leah Jones, Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, Wayne Krumwiede, Margot 
Lyddane, Carol Ann Mumaw, Valerie Platz, Ron and Daphne Rhine, Bill Scott, Madge 
Selinsky, Al Stauderman, Helen Vigness, and Carolyn Walker. 

 
Please email your prayer requests to Pastor Mike at wilker@ReformationDC.org  
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders… 
  Presiding Minister  Pastor Ben Hogue 
  Preaching Minister  Pastor Michael Wilker   
  Assisting Minister  Suzanne Hazard 
  Readers   Henry Middlebrook, Molly Higgins 
   Cantors   Jon-Michael Eclar, Gabbi Levy, Madelyn Salazar 
      Evan Benoit (on Psalm 118) 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION 
212 EAST CAPITOL STREET, WASHINGTON, DC 20003 

www.reformationdc.org 

Phone: 202-543-4200  Email: office@reformationdc.org 
A Reconciling in Christ congregation 

Sunday Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday Nursery, 8:15 a.m.—12:15 p.m. 

Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday, 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

President:  Matt Fuehrmeyer 
                  
Vice President: Bonnie Franklin 
 
Secretary:  Karen Carlson 
 
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard 
 
Treasurer:  Roger Moffatt 

Lead Pastor   Pastor Michael Wilker 
    wilker@ReformationDC.org 
 
Associate Pastor   Pastor Ben Hogue 
    hogue@ReformationDC.org 
 
Administrator   Tegan Peterson 
    peterson@ReformationDC.org 
 
Director of Music & Arts  Paul Leavitt 
    pdleavitt0918@gmail.com 
 
 

Connect with us!  
 

Church of the Reformation    
 
@ReformationDC  
            #ReformationDC 

The most up-to-date Worship Schedule, will be found on our 
website, www.reformationdc.org.  
 
We will continue to follow the guidelines of health professionals, 
scientists, government officials, and church leaders to make 
decisions regarding gathering for in-person worship. We 


