
  

 

Third Sunday of  Lent 
Our Common Prayer at Home 

March 7, 2021, 10:00 a.m. 

Zeal for your house will consume me. -John 2:17 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Prelude              Le Banquet Celeste               Messiaen 

Welcome          

You can use this worship booklet for worship at home. You can also join worship 
online and find other devotional resources at www.ReformationDC.org/worship. 
When there is more than one person worshipping in the same room or when you 
join the online worship service, one person reads the regular print and the other(s) 
say the bold print. The hymns are from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal. 
 
The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s 
history: the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments 
begin with the statement that because God alone has freed us from the powers that 
oppressed us, we are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives. When Jesus 
throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God alone 
and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become our gods. The Ten 
Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in God’s 
liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities and the 
world. 
 
If you or a neighbor need pastoral care, please call the church office at 202-543-
4200 or one of the pastors via email:  Pastor Mike at Wilker@reformationdc.org or 
Pastor Ben at Hogue@ReformationDC.org. Voicemail will have instructions about 
how to contact them in case of emergency. If you are interested in Baptism and 
Membership at Reformation, please reach out to Pastor Ben and he can discuss 
details and discern next steps with you!  
 
Reformation honors the Nacotchtank and Piscataway peoples upon whose land we 
live and worship. We are committed to solidarity with the American Indian /Alaska 
Native Lutheran Association. Reformation welcomes and supports lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, and queer+ Christians and their families in all aspects of the 
church's ministry.  Since 1987, we have been part of ReconcilingWorks, a national 
Lutheran LGBTQ+ ministry. 

Liturgical texts, music and artwork are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprint-
ed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #27407.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.  Unless otherwise noted, hymns are reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708896. 

http://www.ReformationDC.org/worship
mailto:Wilker@reformationdc.org
mailto:Hogue@ReformationDC.org
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Confession and Forgiveness                 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the 
one who is full of compassion. 
  
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. 
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 

your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
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Please stand, as you are able, and greet one another with a wave or a text message during the musical 
introduction to the Gathering Hymn.  

Gathering Hymn        In the Cross of Christ I Glory                   ELW 324 
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Prayer of the Day                      

Let us pray.  
 

After a brief silence for personal prayer, the presiding minister continues:  
 

Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act 
courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the 
wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Greeting                 
The presiding minister and congregation welcome each other with a greeting shared by Jesus’ early 
apostles and then join their hearts in prayer.  2 Corinthians 13:14. 

  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Please be seated. 
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First Reading                                 Exodus 20:1-17   
After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how to live in 
community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of worship. Flowing from God, 
the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, and respect for life, family, 
and property. 

 
1God spoke all these words: 
  2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 
  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is 
in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 

earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God 

am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the 

fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the 
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for 
the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all 
your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not 
do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your 

livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; 

therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.  

Children’s Message  
See www.reformationdc.org/worship for today’s Children’s Message.  

http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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Psalm                                      Psalm 19  
This psalm has two parts. Verses 1-7 celebrate the wordless wonders of creation, the bright sunrises, 
glorious sunsets, and awesome nights. Verses 8-15 praise the wonderful word of God, the shining law, 
the clear decrees, the profound truth. So, we pray in response to God’s gift of freedom and the 10 
Commandments, connecting reverence of God with creation.  
 

The leader will read the verses in regular type and everyone is invited to read the verses in bold type. 

  

1 The sky declares God’s glory,  
the horizon displays God’s craft. 
2 One day gushes the news to the next,  
one night brings the message to another, 
 
3 without a word, without a sound, 
without a voice being heard, 
4 yet their message fills the world, 
their news reaches its rim. 
 
5 There God has pitched a tent 
for the sun to rest and rise renewed 
6 like a bridegroom rising from bed, 
an athlete eager to run the race. 

  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 
that the Lord your God is giving you. 

  13You shall not murder. 
  14You shall not commit adultery. 

  15You shall not steal. 
  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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7 It springs from the edge of the earth, 
runs its course across the sky 
to win the race at heaven’s end. 
Nothing on earth escapes its heat.  
 
 
8 God’s perfect law 
revives the soul. 
God’s stable rule 
guides the simple. 
 
9 God’s just demands 
delights the heart. 
God’s clear commands 
sharpen vision. 
 
10 God’s faultless decrees 
stand for ever. 
God’s right judgments 
keep their truth. 
 
11 Their worth is more than gold, 
the purest gold. 
their taste richer than honey, 
sweet from the comb. 
 
12 Keeping them makes me rich, 
they bring me light; 
13 yet faults hide within us, 
forgive me mine. 
 
14 Keep my pride in check, 
break its grip; 
I shall be free of blame 
from deadly sin. 
 
15 Keep me, thought and word, 
in your good grace. 
God, you are my savior, 
God, you are my rock. 
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Second Reading                      1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that God is 
mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine foolishness and 
weakness, God is working to save us. The center of Paul’s preaching is Christ crucified. 

 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, 
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 
stronger than human strength. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able as we greet the living Word, Jesus Christ, with praise. 
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Gospel Musical Acclamation                ACS Setting 11 
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Gospel                                                                                          John 2:13-22 
Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When 
challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and resurrection. In 
the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the center itself has changed.  
 

The Holy Gospel according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the 
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers 
seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the 
temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money 
changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, 
“Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 
marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.” 18The Jewish leaders then said to him, “What sign can you show 
us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.” 20The Jewish leaders then said, “This temple has been under 
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he 
was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his 
disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the 
word that Jesus had spoken. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon              Pastor Michael Wilker 
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Hymn of the Day    God the Sculptor of the Mountains                      ELW 736 

Please stand as  you are able, proclaiming the word of God in song. 
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Apostle’s Creed 
During the season of Lent we will use the translation “he descended into hell” in the creed. Both this 
translation and the one we use most Sundays, “he descended to the dead,” are in widespread use.  

 Let us proclaim our faith using the creed of our baptism. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 
 

A brief silence. 

 
There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people place 
their trust in nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, that in 
every situation your people’s words and actions honor your name. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the 
struggle for clean air and water; protect creatures and crops that rely on healthy 
ecosystems; give all people the willingness to repent when our way of life pollutes 
the earth and skies. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness of 
your peace and mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through legislators, 
judicial systems, and systems of law enforcement to protect the wellbeing and 
freedom of all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are vulnerable 
and give courage to all who are suffering. Defend victims of crime and bring 
redemption to those who have harmed others. Give sabbath rest to all who labor. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this congregation and our 
leaders, so that we might follow Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. Clear 
out anything in our common life that would obscure the gospel or that serves our 
own interests. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you for all the 
martyrs whose witness reveals the power of the cross. Give us the same trust in life 
and in death. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
  

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Exchange of Peace 
The Peace of Christ be with you always.   

 And also with you. 
 
Please share a sign of peace with your friends and family while we listen to a musical offering. You may 
also take this time to text "Peace be with you" to another person -- maybe a friend you miss seeing in 
person at worship or even a neighbor in another city or state. Please be seated during the 
announcements. 
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Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  

Although we are not gathering in the sanctuary, Reformation's ministries continue every day. Staff 
members are providing individual and communal pastoral care, coordinating lay leaders and 
volunteers, caring for our facilities, connecting us with one another, and developing resources for 
worship and spiritual growth. This time has disrupted the usual way we gather offerings and severely 
restricted the gifts of some households. We invite you to give as you are able.  
 
Please give online at ReformationDC.org/give or send your checks to the church office. If you want to 
begin or change your Simply Giving weekly or monthly donation, email Office@ReformationDC.org. 
 
To use our new Text-to-Give option, send a text message to 844-414-8057 with the amount you 
would like to give to Reformation. You will receive a secure link to input your payment information. 
Once you have filled out your payment information, the contribution will be deposited directly into 
Reformation's bank account. After completing this setup, you can use text-to-give to donate again by 
simply texting additional donations to 844-414-8057 . 
 

                       Ubi Caritas                              Gjeilo 

THANKSGIVING 
We give thanks for the saving Word of Christ and all the gifts of God. 

Latin 
 

Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est. 
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor. 

Exsultemus, et in ipso jucundemur. 
Timeamus, et amemus Deum vivum. 

Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero. 
Amen. 

English 
 

Where charity and love are, God is there. 
Love of Christ has gathered us into one. 

Let us rejoice in Him and be glad. 
Let us fear, and let us love the living God. 
And from a sincere heart let us love one. 

Amen. 

http://www.ReformationDC.org/give
mailto:Office@ReformationDC.org
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Blessing             Numbers 6:23-26  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor ☩ and give you peace.  
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 
 We conclude the thanksgiving with the prayer Jesus taught us. You can say this or another translation 
you know by heart.  

 
 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever.  
  Amen. 

Sending Hymn                   Canticle of the Turning          ELW 723 
 

See following page for hymn text and harmony. 

Sending Prayer  

Let us pray. 
 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift 
of baptism, that we may do works of mercy, pray for those in need, fast from  
self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

Mission Announcements can be found at www.reformationdc.org/worship. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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Postlude                 Fugue (St. Anne)                           Bach 

Sending 
 Go in peace. Share the good news.  
 Thanks be to God. 
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Prayer List 
WE GIVE THANKS … 
 
For the scientists and healthcare workers producing and distributing Covid-19 

vaccines. 
 
For the Anacostia River.  
 
For those who celebrate birthdays this week:  

Sandra Erwin (3/7), Emile Sigrist (3/7), David Heim (3/10), Diane Kohn (3/11), Jennifer 
Novak (3/11), Michael Sigrist (3/11), Gregory Guthrie (3/12), Judith Mangubat (3/12), 
Benjamin Hogue (3/13) 

 
WE PRAY FOR. . . 

Jennifer Novak, as she recovers from leg surgery in the hospital. 
David Robb, Andrew Robb’s father, during his hospitalization for Covid-19. 
The friends and family of Frank Niekrasz, grandfather of Will Anderson, as they grieve 
 his death and celebrate his life. 
Mary Amberson, Julie Jones’ sister, as she continues to recover from hip surgery. 
Mel Antonen's family and friends, as they grieve his death and celebrate his life. 
Mary James's family and friends, as they grieve her death and celebrate her life. 
The family and friends of Uncle Billy, Caitlin Jacob’s cousin, as they grieve his death 
 and celebrate his life. 
Robert Pfahl and his family, as he struggles with neurological and physical health 
 matters. 
Paul Tobias, brother of Kathy, as he undergoes treatment for serious health issues. 
For those experiencing anxiety, loneliness, and distance from family and friends. 
Members and friends affected by COVID-19. 

 David, the father of Phillip and Harriet Vender’s daughter-in-law, who is living with 
lymphoma. 

  
For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service 

Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda Manning, Paul Cowden, Jon Jones, Lee Patterson and 
family members of those in service here and around the world. 

  
From our hearts for 

Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Emanuele and Emmajean Crupi, Bob Hedrick, Bernice 
Hoveland, Leah Jones, Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, Wayne Krumwiede, 
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders 
  Presiding Minister  Pastor Ben Hogue 
  Preacher   Pastor Michael Wilker 
  Assisting Minister, Reader Sarah Stauderman 
  Cantors   Jon Korman, Gabbi Levy, Jon-Michael Eclar, 
      Alexa Newlin 
  Zoom Host   Emily Andre 
  Facebook Host  Caitlin Jacobs 
  Livestream Tech Team Kirsten, Corey, and Ella Petree 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION 
212 EAST CAPITOL STREET, WASHINGTON, DC 20003 

www.reformationdc.org 

Phone: 202-543-4200  Email: office@reformationdc.org 
A Reconciling in Christ congregation 

President:  Molly Higgins 
                  
Vice President: Elizabeth Hann 
 
Secretary:  Emily Andre 
 
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard 
 
Treasurer:  Roger Moffatt 

Lead Pastor   Pastor Michael Wilker 
    wilker@ReformationDC.org 
 
Associate Pastor   Pastor Ben Hogue 
    hogue@ReformationDC.org 
 
Director of Operations  Tegan Peterson 
    peterson@ReformationDC.org 
 
Administrative Assistant  Angela Small 
    small@ReformationDC.org 
 
Director of Music & Arts  Paul Leavitt 
    pdleavitt0918@gmail.com 
 
Community Host   Christine Goepfert 
    space@ReformationDC.org 

Connect with us!  
 

Church of the Reformation    
 
@ReformationDC  
            #ReformationDC 

The most up-to-date Worship Schedule, will be found on our 
website, www.reformationdc.org.  
 
We will continue to follow the guidelines of health professionals, 
scientists, government officials, and church leaders to make 
decisions regarding gathering for in-person worship. We 
appreciate your patience and understanding. 

http://www.reformationdc.org
mailto:office@reformationdc.org
mailto:wilker@ReformationDC.org
mailto:hogue@ReformationDC.org
mailto:peterson@ReformationDC.org
mailto:small@ReformationDC.org
mailto:pdleavitt0918@gmail.com
mailto:space@ReformationDC.org
http://www.reformationdc.org

