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Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Our Common Prayer at Home 
March 22, 2020 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Welcome          

Dear members of God's family, we continue to be united by the Holy Spirit during 
this time when we can not be physically present in the sanctuary. Here is a  
resource to help us share common prayer as we worship at home. We continue 
Reformation's Lent theme taken from an ancient prayer of confession: Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us.  
 
Today's Bible readings help us see that God does not see like we see--and by Jesus 
Christ we see ourselves and the world in a new light. In baptism God opens our 
eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed 
king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to shine the 
light of Christ in our daily lives. 
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Confession and Forgiveness  

All may make the sign of the cross ☩, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin,  
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, our sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen us with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts through faith.  
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn                    God, Whose Almighty Word           ELW 673 

The Trinitarian stanzas refer to God’s creation of light, Christ’s gifts of healing, and the Spirit’s continu-
al movement over the waters, and each stanza concludes with the prayer, “let there be light.” In today’s 
readings, the man born blind is given light, and it is as if his world is newly created by Christ. Also, note 
that the tune is from Italy and so we remember our siblings there this week. 
 

Sing-along version (2:29 min)   
Reflection and music by Robert Morehead (6:41 min)  

https://youtu.be/joaisWNzjgU
https://youtu.be/ERbpBXxNMHw
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.  

Children’s Message  
See www.reformationdc.org/worship for Pastor Ben’s Children’s Message.  

Prayer of the Day                   2 Corinthians 13:13  
 
Even though we are distant from one another, the Spirit unites us as we pray this ancient prayer that 
introduces the biblical readings for today.        
     
Let us pray. 
 After brief silence for personal prayer, the presider continues: 

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious 
life and death for us, bring light into the gloom of our hearts, and anoint us with 
your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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First Reading                            1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his 
brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the 
Spirit of the Lord, designating David as the Lord’s chosen successor to Saul. 

 

 1The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him 
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How 
can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and 
say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you 
what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did 
what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet 
him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 
sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he 
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
   6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is 
now before the Lord.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on 
the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals 
see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse 
called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen 
this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen 
this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 
“The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel 
said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent 
and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The 
Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, 
and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily 
upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm                          Psalm 23 
In response to the story of the anointing of the shepherd boy David, we sing Psalm 23, for God is our 
shepherd. In the fourth century, preachers used Psalm 23 to describe baptism: the green pastures are 
the time of baptismal catechesis; the still waters are the font; the soul is restored by the infusion of the 
Spirit; the right pathways are the moral life of the transformed believer; God’s rod and staff are our 
guidance for Christian living; the table is the eucharist, with a cup overflowing with mercy. The house 
of the Lord is the community of the church, within which we enjoy God’s goodness.  
 

Shepherd Me, O God. By Marty Haugen (4:01)  
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https://youtu.be/T0kxWXHETlU
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Gospel Acclamation            Let Your Steadfast Love 

Second Reading                                                     Ephesians 5:8-14 
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect 
the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God. 

 

 8Once you were gloom, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—
9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out 
what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of gloom, but instead 
expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but 
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is 
light. Therefore it says,  
 “Sleeper, awake! 
  Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.” 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel                                                                                            John 9:1-41 
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the 
things of God. 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to John.  
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 As Jesus walked along, he saw a man who had been blind since birth. 2 Jesus' 
disciples asked, “Teacher, why was this man born blind? Was it because he or his parents 
sinned?” 
 3 “No, it wasn’t!” Jesus answered. “But you will see God work a miracle for him. 4 As 
long as it is day, we must do what the one who sent me wants me to do. When night 
comes, no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light for the world.” 
 6 After Jesus said this, he spit on the ground. He made some mud and smeared it on 
the man’s eyes. 7 Then he said, “Go and wash off the mud in Siloam Pool.” The man went 
and washed in Siloam, which means “One Who Is Sent.” When he had washed off the mud, 
he could see. 
 8 The man’s neighbors and the people who had seen him begging wondered if he 
really could be the same man. 9 Some of them said he was the same beggar, while others 
said he only looked like him. But he told them, “I am that man.” 
 10 “Then how can you see?” they asked. 
 11 He answered, “Someone named Jesus made some mud and smeared it on my 
eyes. He told me to go and wash it off in Siloam Pool. When I did, I could see.” 
 12 “Where is he now?” they asked. 
 “I don’t know,” he answered. 
 13-14 The day when Jesus made the mud and healed the man was a Sabbath. So the 
people took the man to the Pharisees. 15 They asked him how he was able to see, and he 
answered, “Jesus made some mud and smeared it on my eyes. Then after I washed it off, I 
could see.” 
 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man Jesus doesn’t come from God. If he did, he 
would not break the law of the Sabbath.” 
 Others asked, “How could someone who is a sinner work such a miracle?”[a] 
Since the Pharisees could not agree among themselves, 17 they asked the man, “What do 
you say about this one who healed your eyes?” 
 “He is a prophet!” the man told them. 
 18 But the Jewish leaders would not believe that the man had once been blind. They 
sent for his parents 19 and asked them, “Is this the son that you said was born blind? How 
can he now see?” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+9%3A1-41&version=CEV#fen-CEV-24395a
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 20 The man’s parents answered, “We are certain that he is our son, and we know 
that he was born blind. 21 But we don’t know how he got his sight or who gave it to him. 
Ask him! He is old enough to speak for himself.” 
 22-23 The man’s parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. 
The leaders had already agreed that no one was to have anything to do with anyone who 
said Jesus was the Messiah. 
 24 The leaders called the man back and said, “Swear by God to tell the truth! We 
know that Jesus is a sinner.” 
 25 The man replied, “I don’t know if he is a sinner or not. All I know is that I used to 
be blind, but now I can see!” 
 26 “What did he do to you?” the Jewish leaders asked. “How did he heal your eyes?” 
 27 The man answered, “I have already told you once, and you refused to listen. Why 
do you want me to tell you again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 
 28 The leaders insulted the man and said, “You are his follower! We are followers of 
Moses. 29 We are sure that God spoke to Moses, but we don’t even know where Jesus 
comes from.” 
 30 “How strange!” the man replied. “He healed my eyes, and yet you don’t know 
where he comes from. 31 We know that God listens only to people who love and obey him. 
God doesn’t listen to sinners. 32 And this is the first time in history that anyone has ever 
given sight to someone born blind. 33 Jesus could not do anything unless he came from 
God.” 
 34 The leaders told the man, “You have been a sinner since the day you were born! 
Do you think you can teach us anything?” Then they said, “You can never come back into 
any of our meeting places!” 
 35 When Jesus heard what had happened, he went and found the man. Then Jesus 
asked, “Do you have faith in the Son of Man?” 
 36 He replied, “Sir, if you will tell me who he is, I will put my faith in him.” 
 37 “You have already seen him,” Jesus answered, “and right now he is talking with 
you.” 
 38 The man said, “Lord, I put my faith in you!” Then he worshiped Jesus. 
 39 Jesus told him, “I came to judge the people of this world. I am here to give sight to 
the blind and to make blind everyone who can see.” 
 40 When the Pharisees heard Jesus say this, they asked, “Are we blind?” 
 41 Jesus answered, “If you were blind, you would not sin. But now that you claim to 
see, your sin remains.” 
 
 The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
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 As  you are able, proclaim the word of God in song. 

Hymn        Lead Me, Guide Me                  ELW 768 
Doris M. Akers (b. Brookfield, MO, 1922) wrote both text and tune of this African American gospel 
hymn in 1953 in Oakland, California. The text is an earnest plea for an intimate walk with God, who is 
asked to lead, guide, and protect the believer. The deeply personal stanzas emphasize that divine guid-
ance is essential because of our lack of strength, our blindness, and Satan's temptations. Only God can 
lead us on the narrow path and through all the complexities and challenges of earthly life.  
 

Ben Smith and the choir of First Presbyterian, Brooklyn Heights. (5:11)  
 

Refrain:  
Lead me, guide me, along the way; for if you lead me, I cannot stray. 
Lord, let me walk each day with thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 
1. I am weak and I need thy strength and pow'r  
to help me over my weakest hour.  
Help me through the darkness thy face to see. 
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 
2. Help me tread in the paths of righteousness, 
be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 
I am putting all my trust in thee. 
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
 
3. I am lost if you take your hand from me, 
I am blind without thy light to see. 
Lord, just always let me thy servant be. 
Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 

 

Sermon                               Bishop Craig A Satterlee 

 
Craig A. Satterlee is the bishop of the NW/Lower Michigan Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of  
America. He is a biblical scholar and seminary professor. Bishop Satterlee is also blind. Bishop Satterlee helps us 
understand blindness from his perspective, points out how we all want to be in control and independent, and 
reveals how God’s power in Jesus Christ is with us in the midst of our fear and our inability to be with each other 
physically during the pandemic. 

https://youtu.be/JTJJslOK1T0
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Creed 
 With the whole church, let us affirm our faith in God by saying the Apostles’ Creed.  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlast-
ing. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 
 

  A brief silence. 
 

 God of insight, open the hearts of the church and the world to all who testify to your 
deeds of power. Raise up voices in your church that are often silenced or overlooked 
due to age, gender expression, race, or economic status. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of insight, empower us to care for the land and all living things that dwell in it 
and beneath it. Provide rich soil for crops to grow. Bring rain to lands suffering 
drought. Protect hills and shorelines from damage caused by erosion. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of insight, bring peace to all people and nations. Anoint leaders who seek 
goodness, righteousness, and truth on behalf of all. Frustrate the efforts of those who 
would seek to cause violence or terror. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of insight, you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to all who 
seek prayer this day especially on our congregation prayer list. Accomplish healing 
through the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, scientists, nutritionists, and 
all who tend to human bodies. Help us to find cures. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of insight, help this assembly lift up the unique gifts of each person no matter 
their physical capacity, cognitive ability, or sensory need. Help us to be creative and 
brave in making our facilities and our ministries accessible to all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

  Here other intercessions may be offered. 
  

God of insight, you call out to those who are asleep and awaken them to new life with 
you. We give thanks for those who have died and now live in light with you. Join us 
together with them as your children in this world and the next. Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we 
commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
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Exchange of Peace 
The Peace of Christ be with you always.   

 And also with you. 
  

Share the peace with others in your household. You may also take this time to text "Peace be with you" to another 
person -- maybe a friend you miss seeing in person at worship or even a neighbor in another city or state. 

Mission Announcements - bit.ly/WW319 

THANKSGIVING 
We give thanks for the saving Word of Christ and all the gifts of God. 

Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  

Although we are not gathering in the sanctuary, Reformation's ministries continue every day. Staff 
members are providing individual and communal pastoral care, coordinating lay leaders and volun-
teers, caring for our facilities, connecting us with one another, and developing resources for worship 
and spiritual growth. This time has disrupted the usual way we gather offerings and severely restricted 
the gifts of some households. We invite you to give as you are able.  
 
Please give online at ReformationDC.org/give or send your checks to the church office. If you want to 
begin or change your Simply Giving weekly or monthly donation, email Office@ReformationDC.org. 

  
 Choral Offering          Psalm 23                Leavitt 

http://bit.ly/WW319
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VkeobZXfkps
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Sending Hymn            Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound         ELW 779 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  
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Sending Forth  
 Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to 
 that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; sup
 port the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in 
 the power of the Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Closing Prayer  
 O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through 
 life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs 
 of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 
 We conclude the thanksgiving with the prayer Jesus taught us. You can say this or another translation 
you know by heart.  

 
 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever.  
  Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
 grant us to live in harmony with one another, 
 in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
 Amen. 
 The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 

 The God of all grace ☩ bless us now and forever. 
 Amen. 
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Prayer List 
WE GIVE THANKS … 

For those who celebrate anniversaries this week:  
Susan and David Stawick (3/25). 

 
For those who celebrate birthdays this week:  

Molly Moses, Copliam Ssenkaali (3/23); Peter Heim (3/26); Kaye Cruz, Mary James 
(3/28). 

 
WE PRAY FOR. . . 

Members and friends affected by COVID-19. 
The family of Pastor Ben, whose grandmother passed away last week.  
Mike Cochrane, brother of Karen Carlson, as he was diagnosed with a brain tumor.  
Erica Hoff, daughter of Betty Walker, as she continues treatment.   
The family and friends of Susan Blackman, especially her husband Paul, as they grieve 

her death. 
Staunton family, as they mourn the death of Stephen (Kieran) Staunton, Caitlin Jacobs 

father-in-law. 
Rebecca Pfahl, for health and healing. 
Wayne Krumwiede, for health and healing. 
Family of Betty Harper, sister of Roger Moffatt, who passed away in February. 
Family of Pamela Bryant, niece of Roger Moffatt, who passed away in January. 
Mel Antonen as he is treated for a severe auto immune disease.  
For David, Gudrun, and Julie, friends of Phillip Vender. 
For the light of faith in the hearts of those living with and battling cancer. 
For parents and elders who are navigating new homes and communities.  
Robert Pfahl and his family as he continues treatment for pancreatic cancer.   
Kate Hawkins, a friend of Brianna Widner's family, who is battling cancer. 

 
For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service 

Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda Manning, Paul Cowden, Luke Frerichs, Jon Jones, Lee 
Patterson and family members of those in service here and around the world. 

 
From our hearts for  

Phil Abbott, Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Bob Hedrick, Bernice Hoveland, Mary James, 
Leah Jones, Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, Wayne Krumwiede, Margot 
Lyddane, Carol Ann Mumaw, Valerie Platz, Ron and Daphne Rhine, Bill Scott, Madge 
Selinsky, Al Stauderman, Helen Vigness, and Carolyn Walker. 

 
Please email your prayer requests to Pastor Mike at wilker@ReformationDC.org  
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The most up-to-date Worship Schedule, 
including Holy Week & Easter, will be found 
on our website, www.reformationdc.org.  
 
We will continue to follow the guidelines of 
health professionals, scientists, government 
officials, and church leaders to make 
decisions regarding gathering for in-person 
worship. We appreciate your patience and 
understanding.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
From Ashes to Easter Meditations are 
complete and available in the entryway 
throughout Lent. Written by our members 
and friends, edited by Gloria Kenyon, Liz 
Tuckermanty, and Kathy Tobias and 
compiled by Pastor Ben Hogue, this booklet 
has been a treasure for many years at 
Reformation. Please take a copy home with 
you! 
 
Find a digital copy at  
 www.reformationdc.org/lent 

http://www.reformationdc.org/lent
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders… 
  Presiding Minister  Pastor Ben Hogue 
  Preaching Minister  Pastor Michael Wilker   
  Tellers    Scott Binde, Andy Weaver   

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION 
212 EAST CAPITOL STREET, WASHINGTON, DC 20003 

www.reformationdc.org 

Phone: 202-543-4200  Email: office@reformationdc.org 
A Reconciling in Christ congregation 

Sunday Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday Nursery, 8:15 a.m.—12:15 p.m. 

Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday, 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

President:  Matt Fuehrmeyer 
                  
Vice President: Bonnie Franklin 
 
Secretary:  Karen Carlson 
 
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard 
 
Treasurer:  Roger Moffatt 

Lead Pastor   Pastor Michael Wilker 
    wilker@ReformationDC.org 
 
Associate Pastor   Pastor Ben Hogue 
    hogue@ReformationDC.org 
 
Temporary Administrator Tegan Peterson 
    office@ReformationDC.org 
 
Director of Music & Arts  Paul Leavitt 
    pdleavitt0918@gmail.com 
 
Communication & Database Jenna Jablonski 
 Administrator  communication   
     @ReformationDC.org  
 

Connect with us!  
 

Church of the Reformation    
 
@ReformationDC  
            #ReformationDC 


