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Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Our Common Prayer at Home 

June 28, 2020 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me.” 
Matthew 10:40 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  

Prelude              

Welcome          

Today we celebrate Pride Month because June 28 is the 51st anniversary of the Stonewall 
Inn riots when LGBTQ+ people protested police and mafia brutality in New York City. It 
was the tipping point for the modern liberation movement. Lesbians including Storme  
DeLaverie and transgender women of color Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera were at 
the forefront of the uprising.   
 
The lectionary texts for today invite us to discern the truth delivered by prophets among 
us--and to consider who will welcome such truth-telling. “War, famine, and pestilence,” 
prophesied by the ancient prophets, are all around us today. We may wish to listen to 
people who speak of tranquility instead. We may long to say “amen” to their optimism. But 
false comfort is worse than no comfort at all.  The truth-speakers are the very emissaries 
of God. And "the little ones," the vulnerable and un-justly treated ones, are the very 
presence of Jesus Christ to us. The truth in Christ saves us, turning our bodies from sin to 
real righteousness, from death to real life, from despair to hope, from lies to love. 



3 

 

RIC Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross ☩, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin,  
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
Our hearts are broken. We don’t know how to love properly. 
Our trust is broken. We cannot earn it faithful or give it freely. 
Our community is broken. We cannot love our neighbor as ourselves. 
We confess that we are both  
the victims and the perpetrators of our brokenness. 
We implore you, dear God: 
Break the cycle of brokenness. 
Provide the grace and trust that we cannot provide. 
Open our eyes to our neighbors  
who are near to us, and those who are far away.  
Heal our hearts. 
Restore our trust.  
Build our human community. 
 
God created you, knows you intimately, and calls you “Good.” As a minister of 
Christ, I proclaim that God loves you, forgives all your sins, and sets you free. 
 
But this absolution is not just for you. We live as forgiven people still in cycles of 
oppression. As beloved children created in God’s image, God’s forgiveness 
encourages and inspires us to fight the unjust systems we find ourselves in.  
 
Go forth as created, known, and loved people, forgiven to bring good news to the 
poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let 
the oppressed go free, and to proclaim God’s favor. 
Amen. 
 

From the Reconciling in Christ Sunday 2019 in partnership with The Naming Project Service 
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Hymn              Baptized and Set Free           ELW 453 
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Prayer of the Day                 
Even though we are distant from one another, the Spirit unites us as we pray this ancient prayer that 
introduces the biblical readings for today.        
     

Let us pray.  
After a brief silence for personal prayer, the presiding minister continues:  

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy 
reshape the world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one 
another, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Greeting                 
The presiding minister and congregation welcome each other with a greeting shared by Jesus’ early 
apostles and then join their hearts in prayer.   

  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung and preached.  

First Reading                               Jeremiah 28:5-9 
Through a symbolic action Jeremiah insisted that Judah and all the surrounding nations should submit 
to the king of Babylon (Jer. 27). Hananiah contradicted the word of Jeremiah, who in reply insisted that 
Hananiah’s rosy prediction should not be believed until it came true. God confirmed the word of 
Jeremiah and sentenced the false prophet Hananiah to death (vv. 16-17). 

 
5 Then the prophet Jeremiah responded to Hananiah  
in the presence of the priests and all the people  
who were standing in the Lord's temple.  
6 The prophet Jeremiah said:  
"Indeed. May the Lord do just as you have said!  
May the Lord fulfill the words that you have prophesied  
and bring back from Babylon the equipment of the Lord's temple  
and all the exiles to this place.  
7 However, listen closely to what I have to say to you and all the people:  
8 The prophets who came before you and me long ago  
prophesied war, disaster, and disease against many lands and great kingdoms. 
9 So the prophet who prophesies peace  
is recognized as one who is actually sent by the Lord  
only when that prophet's message is fulfilled." 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Children’s Message  
See www.reformationdc.org/worship for today’s Children’s Message.  

http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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Psalm                          Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 
In response to Jeremiah’s words about true and false prophets, we speak Psalm 89:1-4, 19-18, 
originally a royal psalm. We can think of the “I” of the psalm as Jeremiah, and we too are Jeremiah, 
praising God for the covenant and speaking of God’s faithfulness to others throughout the ages.  

 

 1Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing; 
  from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 
 2For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever; 
  you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 
 
 3“I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 
  I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 
 4‘I will establish your line forever, 
  and preserve your throne for all generations.’ ”  
 
 Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing.   
 
 15Happy are the people who know the festal shout! 
  They walk, O Lord, in the light of your presence. 
 16They rejoice daily in your name; 
  they are jubilant in your righteousness. 
 
 17For you are the glory of their strength, 
  and by your favor our might is exalted. 
 18Truly, our shield belongs to the Lord; 
  our king to the Holy One of Israel.  
  
 Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing.  
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Second Reading                               Romans 6:12-23 
Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final payoff is 
death. We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under God’s grace, whose 
end is the free gift of eternal life. 

 

12 So then, don't let sin rule your body, so that you do what it wants.  
13 Don't offer parts of your body to sin, to be used as weapons to do wrong. Instead, 
present yourselves to God  
as people who have been brought back to life from the dead,  
and offer all the parts of your body to God to be used as weapons to do right.  
14 Sin will have no power over you,  
because you aren't under Law but under grace. 
15 So what? Should we sin because we aren't under Law but under grace? Absolutely not!  
16 Don't you know that if you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, 
that you are slaves of the one whom you obey?  
That's true whether you serve as slaves of sin, which leads to death,  
or as slaves of the kind of obedience that leads to righteousness.  
17 But thank God that although you used to be slaves of sin,  
you gave wholehearted obedience to the teaching  
that was handed down to you, which provides a pattern.  
18 Now that you have been set free from sin,  
you have become slaves of righteousness.  
19 (I'm speaking with ordinary metaphors because of your limitations.)  
Once, you offered the parts of your body to be used as slaves to impurity  
and to lawless behavior that leads to still more lawless behavior.  
Now, you should present the parts of your body as slaves to righteousness, 
which makes your lives holy.  
20 When you were slaves of sin,  
you were free from the control of righteousness. 
21 What consequences did you get  
from doing things that you are now ashamed of?  
The outcome of those things is death.  
22 But now that you have been set free from sin and become slaves to God,  
you have the consequence of a holy life, and the outcome is eternal life.  
23 The wages that sin pays are death,  
but God's gift is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon                          Pastor Michael Wilker 

Gospel                                                                                   Matthew 10:40-42 
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and hardships they 
will face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry. 

 

 The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name 
of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in 
the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever 
gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I 
tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
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 As  you are able, proclaim the word of God in song. 

Hymn      For Everyone Born 
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Queer Christian Creed 
 With the whole church, let us affirm our faith in God by saying the Queer Christian 
Creed.  
 
I believe in God the Creator,  
who designed all good things,  
including people of all gender identities and sexual orientations.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, Sophia, the Word,  
who came to earth to live among us, 
who was born into a non-conventional family  
that adored Jesus even when they didn’t totally get it, 
who confounded authorities and comforted the oppressed.  
Jesus was so hated by the Empire that they took the earthly body of God,  
crucified it, mocked it, killed it,  
and threw it in a grave as one of so many marginalized people..  
Jesus knew personal Hell.  
On the third day God celebrated the wonder of the human body  
and the power of resurrection over death and oppression.  
Women were the first to declare Christ risen.  
Jesus ascended into the realm of beauty,  
and They continue to move among us 
blessing and sustaining us.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, all music, wonder, and strength.  
I am a member of the Body of Christ.  
I cherish the communion of the saints,  
live because of the forgiveness of sin,  
emulate the resurrection of the Body  
and already experience life everlasting. Amen 
 
Created by Rev. Emily E. Ewing, Rev. Brenda Bos, and Katy Miles-Wallace 
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Prayers of Intercession 
We unite in prayer, asking God to send the Holy Spirit on the church, the world, and all who are in need. Today we 
combine an ancient form of prayer called a Bidding Prayer, with a contemporary online technique called a 
Chatterfall. A chatterfall is when a group of people online use the online chat boxes to respond to a question all at 
the same time. Their responses cascade down the chat box like a waterfall.  
 
So if you are following along online, here’s how we’ll combine a Bidding Prayer and Chatterfall. The assisting 
minister will invite you to pray about a one subject at a time, for example, “For the religious communities and 
leaders we name before you now, we pray.” Then the minister will pause silently. During the silence you can say 
the names of places that need God’s Spirit. For those of you who want to use the Chatterfall, during the silence 
type the name of the place in the chat box—but wait to press enter until the minister says, “Hear us, O God.” So 
during the silence, you could say or type “Pastor Kelsey Brown” or “St. John’s Lutheran on Christopher Street.” 
Then when the minister says, “Hear us, O God” you can press your enter key and all the places we typed will 
cascade like a prayer waterfall. We’ll do that for each petition. Now let us prepare our minds and bodies for 
prayer.  

 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our 
shared world.  
 

  A brief silence. 
 

God of companionship, encourage our relationships within the church. Give to 
courage to speak and humility to listen. On the anniversary of the Stonewall Riots 
we pray especially for congregations that are predominantly Indigenous, Black, and 
Latino and for LGBTQIA+ religious leaders. For the religious communities and 
leaders we name before you now, we pray:  
 

  A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 

  Pause another moment to let people read the Prayer-Fall. 
 

God of abundance, we praise you for the beauty of the universe and the wonder of 
our bodies. Help us recognize and revere the diversity of your creation.  For the 
earth, and the places and creatures we name before you now, we pray:  
 

  A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 

  Pause another moment to let people read the Prayer-Fall. 
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God of mercy, we remember our siblings whose lives have been taken away by 
hateful and fearful acts, including transgender people of color in Washington, DC. 
Strengthen us to demand respect and human rights with and for all our siblings 
from national and local officials. For the national and local government leaders we 
name before you now, we pray:  
 

  A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 

  Pause another moment to let people read the Prayer-Fall. 
 

God of care, accompany all in deepest need. Comfort those who are sick, lonely, or 
abandoned. Strengthen those who are in prison, in detention, or awaiting trial. 
Renew the spirits of all who call upon you. 
For all those we name who need your care O God, we pray:  
 

  A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 

  Pause another moment to let people read the Prayer-Fall. 
 

God of community, we give thanks for Church of the Reformation. Give us passion 
and vision to see and welcome you each person we meet. For our ministries of 
invitation and hospitality, we pray: 
A brief silence.  
Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 

  Pause another moment to let people read the Prayer-Fall. 
 

Hear also the cries of our own hearts. For our grief and joy, for our tears and 
laughter, for our fears and dreams, for ourselves, we pray  
 

  A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great.  
 

  Pause another moment to let people read the Prayer-Fall. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  
Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING 
We give thanks for the saving Word of Christ and all the gifts of God. 

Offering of Gifts and Musical Offering  

Although we are not gathering in the sanctuary, Reformation's ministries continue every day. Staff 
members are providing individual and communal pastoral care, coordinating lay leaders and volun-
teers, caring for our facilities, connecting us with one another, and developing resources for worship 
and spiritual growth. This time has disrupted the usual way we gather offerings and severely restricted 
the gifts of some households. We invite you to give as you are able.  
 
Please give online at ReformationDC.org/give or send your checks to the church office. If you want to 
begin or change your Simply Giving weekly or monthly donation, email Office@ReformationDC.org. 
 
To use our new Text-to-Give option, send a text message to 844-414-8097 with the amount you 
would like to give to Reformation. You will receive a secure link to input your payment information. 
Once you have filled out your payment information, the contribution will be deposited directly into 
Reformation's bank account. After completing this setup, you can use text-to-give to donate again by 
simply texting additional donations to 844-414-8097  
 

Luther’s Words 

Mission Announcements can be found at www.reformationdc.org/worship 

Exchange of Peace 
The Peace of Christ be with you always.   

 And also with you. 
 
Please share a sign of peace with your friends and family while we listen to a musical offering. You may 
also take this time to text "Peace be with you" to another person -- maybe a friend you miss seeing in 
person at worship or even a neighbor in another city or state. 

http://www.ReformationDC.org/give
mailto:Office@ReformationDC.org
http://www.reformationdc.org/worship
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  

Sending Prayer  
Let us pray. 
 

 A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through 
life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs 
of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen.  

Blessing             Numbers 6:23-26  

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer              Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4 
 We conclude the thanksgiving with the prayer Jesus taught us. You can say this or another translation 
you know by heart.  

 
 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever.  
  Amen. 

Farewell and Godspeed for Nancy Dinse  
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Sending Hymn                           Take My Life                  ELW 685 
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Prayer List 
WE GIVE THANKS … 

For those who celebrate birthdays this week:  
Brittany Cowden, Sarah Stauderman (6/28); Hannah Fuehrmeyer, Meghan Quirk 

(6/30); Susan Blackman, Meghan Cieslak, Natalie Commerford (7/1); Caitriona 
McEniry-Roschke (7/2); Calvin Tobler Cunningham (7/3); Jahn Baggaley, Lucas 
Lingafelt (7/4). 

 
WE PRAY FOR. . . 

Nancy Dinse, for travel mercies and new home blessings as she moves to Indiana.  
Members and friends affected by COVID-19. 
Mike Cochrane, brother of Karen Carlson, in thanksgiving for a successful brain surgery 

and continued prayers for increased mobility in outpatient rehab. 
Chester and Kim Hart, for health and healing from COVID-19 
Len Hawley, friend of Dale Manty, as he receives treatment for leukemia.  
Erica Hoff, daughter of Betty Walker, as she continues treatment.   
Rebecca Pfahl, for health and healing. 
Wayne Krumwiede, for health and healing. 
Family of David Hartlove, friend of many in Cheverly, who died recently of COVID-19. 
Mel Antonen, as he continues to heal from serious health issues, including COVID-19.  
David, the father of Phillip and Harriet Vender’s daughter-in-law. 
Robert Pfahl and his family for health and healing.   
Kate Hawkins, a friend of Brianna Widner's family, who is battling cancer. 
Luke Frerichs, on the honorable completion of his Army commission and his homecoming 

to Virginia. 
 
For our congregational and family members in military and foreign service 

Drew Shealy, Diane Kohn, Melinda Manning, Paul Cowden, Jon Jones, Lee Patterson and 
family members of those in service here and around the world. 

 
From our hearts for  

Phil Abbott, Tim Allmond, Angela Braxton, Emanuele and Emmajean Crupi, Bob Hedrick, 
Bernice Hoveland, Mary James, Leah Jones, Marvin Jones, Emmanuel Kabasaala, 
Wayne Krumwiede, Margot Lyddane, Carol Ann Mumaw, Valerie Platz, Ron and 
Daphne Rhine, Bill Scott, Madge Selinsky, Al Stauderman, Helen Vigness, Carolyn 
Walker, Thomas Winter, and Gloria Wolf. 

 
Please email your prayer requests to Pastor Mike at wilker@ReformationDC.org  

Postlude        
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Thanks be to God for today’s Worship Leaders 
  Presiding Minister  Pastor Ben Hogue 
  Preaching Minister  Pastor Michael Wilker   
  Readers   Javier Miranda, Suzanne Fitzgerald,  
      Monica Horn, CJ Rodrí guez, Lyndon Smith  
  Assisting Minister  Matthew Cook 
  Cantors   Jon Korman, Jon-Michael Eclar, Gabbi Levy, 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REFORMATION 
212 EAST CAPITOL STREET, WASHINGTON, DC 20003 

www.reformationdc.org 

Phone: 202-543-4200  Email: office@reformationdc.org 
A Reconciling in Christ congregation 

 

President:  Matt Fuehrmeyer 
                  
Vice President: Bonnie Franklin 
 
Secretary:  Karen Carlson 
 
Financial Secretary: Suzanne Hazard 
 
Treasurer:  Roger Moffatt 

Lead Pastor   Pastor Michael Wilker 
    wilker@ReformationDC.org 
 
Associate Pastor   Pastor Ben Hogue 
    hogue@ReformationDC.org 
 
Administrator   Tegan Peterson 
    peterson@ReformationDC.org 
 
Director of Music & Arts  Paul Leavitt 
    pdleavitt0918@gmail.com 
 
 

Connect with us!  
 

Church of the Reformation    
 
@ReformationDC  
            #ReformationDC 

The most up-to-date Worship Schedule, will be found on our 
website, www.reformationdc.org.  
 
We will continue to follow the guidelines of health professionals, 
scientists, government officials, and church leaders to make 
decisions regarding gathering for in-person worship. We 
appreciate your patience and understanding. 


